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Mr, Ernie Lazar 

P.a Box 423434 

San Francisco, CA 94142-3434 


*/ Subject of Request: Jerome Ducote 

FOIPANO. 441203/19G-HQ-1250177 


Dear Requester: 

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect infomiation exempt 
from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (Freedom of Information Act) and/or Section 
552a (Privacy Act). In addition* where excisions were made, the appropriate exempting subsections have been cited 
opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has been 
substituted showing the reasons or basis for the deletion. The subsections cited for withholding information from 
the enclosed documents are marked below: 


Section 552 


Section 552a 


□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(2) 
O (b)(3) 

□ (b)(4) 

■ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 
a (b)(7)(B) 
a (b)(7)(C) 
a (b)(7)(D) 
a (b)(7)(E) 
O (b)(7)(F) 

□ (b)(8) 


□ (d)(5) 
D 0(2) 
O <k)(l) 
O 00(2) 

□ 00(3) 

□ 00(4) 

□ 00(5) 

□ 00 ( 6 ) 

o 00(7) 


□ (b)(9) 


(See Form OPCA-16a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions.) 



The documents responsive to your request were previously processed for another requester. In order to 
provide the information you requested as soon as possible, we have released the FBI information as it was originally 
processed. We have not contacted other government agencies concerning their information in FBI files. 
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Rc Butte , 1/23/75, captioned as 

above, and report of SA4/10/71, at Sacr 
captioned, "JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, aka Fred Sclrvartz; 

UNITED FARM WORKERS, Keene, Califurnia-"VICTIM, C:YIL Rii'.HiST 
Sacramento file 44-625. » 
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advised that 


DUCOT 


described DUCOTE as a totally unprincipled individu 
a former deputy sheriff in the' San Jose, California 
,a "con man". 


|^^|^Hdvised that he heard DUCOTE had 
some covert type activities in the p ast, but had 
information regarding this, stated he doe 

SCHERLING. 


. .. For additional information, the Bureau's attention 

4's directed to referenced civil ric^^c^^^captioned, "JEROME 
OSEPK DUCOTE, aka Fred Schwartz; United Farm 

Workers, Keene, California-VICTIM jC^^^Tiight s". Also it is 
to be noted that the Sacramento Division did not become a field 
office until 0/67, and during the pertinent period, Bakersfield 
was covered by the Los Angeles Division. Neither DUCOTE or 
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9 0 


SC 62-464 

’ 

' . SCHERLING were ever informants of the Sacramento Division 

■fv* and Sacramento indices contain no information other than 

the civil rights and 62 matters referred to above. 

Receiving offices furnish any pertinent information 
relative to this matter. 
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%ec«lvi&g OS£ic>»3 aro icqnested to iw:n.‘.iinisiy 
respond to Sacraasnto*© request to Xuraish pertiiioat 
infortsation Tfjiativo to this art*tor isellsrtitscr 
respoaso. 

Sacr&sidSto is requested to review said 
response 3 for pertinent ir for ret ion nvd adviso isurer.u 
of t iw results• SuIIEi i ccorporctias therein per t iaent 
sort dissooinaMe ieformation ost forth in Gutte letter 
. to rr.ciT.ncnto l/Ch/70 nai reCoroaecd tiirtel of r./CJ/f ■'•- 
ns roll «a any ir<«rs? An for::;; tiov; roceipe-J, 


noth; 
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in March of 1974, CRD, USDJ, reques ted irvcsrtijni. 4 on o 
repeated break ins of United Tr ar . 0-fieri - " in 

possible violation of TIC- V- GC, fjcctiov :?!>. ?k 
investigation centered around an irciir id :zl sub valient 
identified as Jerome J* nocote lincvn a j a con and 

identified as a former Deputy Sheriff- Snntr Clara f 
California, Sheriff*s Office* The investigatier ncucr 
his attempt to sell information to the United Farm 
Workers (UFW) for $35,000 regarding break ins of heir 
offices, Ducote subsequently interviewed by SC rivifUr 
4/2/74 at v;hicU time he advised 1 mt \\? and ottu v* vs re 
engaged in gathering inte J Ligene ? for cer^rin hr, 1 if or v r 
growers concerning the UF1 and that he, Ducote, ;va3 in 
debt for over $20,000* Upon couplet ion cf. cur investi¬ 
gation, the Department of Justice edvisao that rr. Fcdcr: 
violation existed and that information should bo s de 
available to appropriate local nut hori ties * Pe.-t : ->gn : 
information was disseminated to 

■flHHHiAr- Delano, California, Police Departmc ■*!: on 
6/3/74 and to the Kern County Sheriff's Office or. n/7/ 
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information contained_ therein f r.ppvoprinte ins L ;-net ion 
will be issued to SC re' f jtur■-. hr.r Jiinj of this ■■rittc 
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SAC, SAN^FRANCISCO (62-0-261 

HENRY G. SCHERLIUG 
INFORMATION COi'TCERlili'IC' 


SUBJECT 


Sen Francisco was also *n receip 
1/28/75, captioned es above*. S; 
other references to HENRY G. SC.' 


EmDUCCT 


As to JEROME JO. 
in tile Sacramente cirtel, DUCOTE 
rights investigation wherein Sac 
Investigation vac conducted by b 
the civil rights natter until in 
Bureau 'to discontinue, ,\ 


an Francisco files also coivr,cin info 
to an impersonation investigation \fr. 
Ject. This was a recent 12/7A throv 
has r.o bearing on the information a: 1 
Sacraraenxo eirtel to Bureau. The or 
. concerning DUCOTE is a reference \-fr. 
as a member of the "Mlnutemen". Inve 
nature was conducted concerning this 
was indicated as being affili: teti.wi 


San Francisco files con 
to the 1967 matter as outlined in 
and no further action is being "»:u 
Division. 


& - Bureau 
2 - Sacramento ( 
1 - Butte (Info)* 


Approved 


Special Agent in Charg 


U.S. Govarr.msnt Printing office 1S72 — 4SS-S74 
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PURPOSE t To advise of reported allegations of Joseph Jerome' f 
Ducote that he burglarized at the direction of the / 
FBI and gave copies of the material stolen to the FBI. 



BACKGROUND : In March, 1974, the Civil Rights Division (CRD),***.. 

U. S. Department of Justice fUSDJ) , requested 
investigation of repeated break-ins of United Farm Workers 
(UFW) offices in California between 1966-70, in possible violation 
of Title 18, U. S. Code , Section 241, involving a conspiracy 
to deny UFW rights guaranteed by labor lav; statutes. The 
investigation centered around an individual subsequently identi¬ 
fied as. Jerome Jf'Ducote, known as a con man and identified 
as a former'Deputy Sheriff, Santa Clara, California. The 
investigation concerned his attempt to sell information to UFW for 
$35,000 regarding break-ins of their offices. Ducote subsequently 
interviewed by Sacramento Division, 4/2/74, at which time he 
advised that he and others were engaged in gathering intelligence 
for certain California growers concerning the UFW and that he. 
Ducote, was in debt for over $20,000. 

Upon completion of our investigation, che USDJ 
advised that no Federal violation existed and that information 
.should be made available to appropriate ^^c^^authori ties. 
^Further information was disseminated to Delano, 

California, Police Department, and Kern courS^Sheriff*s 
Office, June, 1974. , 

, ,, O * 

62-116.783 -/ :\\> u 

V. - u * u 

, CONTINUED -‘OVER . . . 



JSG/HNH/pwl ( 8 ) 
\ 




/HA-, 




9 >f-l 

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 







DETAILS : On 11/24/75, Special Agent, Bureau 

of Investigatior^Department of Justice, State of 
California, contacted the San Jose Resident Agency and^^^^^^ 
indicated that h e would like to di scuss Jerry Ducote. 
said that he anc|^^^^Hfl|mHH|^ Investigator, Santa Clara 
County District Httorne^^^frTce, were seeking FBI assistance 

^mand HHflm^B.pceared at the San 
Resident Agency and iev; was initiated 

advising SAjHjHj^^Bm^^ of his constitutions^^icr^^^^ 
They explaineotna^uucoteburglarized the San Jose Peace 
Center, Attorney John Thorn's lav; office, and Grace McDonald's 
residence and office (publisher/edrter of California Form 
Reporter) in 1967. According tof^|B Ducote claims he 
burglarized these addresses at the direction of the FBI 
and specifically and gave copies of the materials 

stolen to b«3ti^th^FBI and Western Research in Oakland, ^ 

California. in ted out that Ducote will be 

prosecuted ror possession of the stolen documents and states 
his defense will be that he acted at the direction of the 
FBI. 


Memorandum to Mr. Gallagner 
RE: JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE, aka 


| stated that his superior in San Francisco 
was planning to contact U. S. Attorney (USA) James L. Browning 
in an effort to obtain FBI files to assist in their investi¬ 
gation. 


SA advised that he had 

interviewed Ducote on one or tw^ccasions^ut had never 
directed any activities of his nor had he received any 
materials whatsoever. 


CONTINUED - OVER 
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Our Sacramento Office has advised that the files 
of the Los Angeles, San Francisco and Sacramento Offices of 
the FBI contain no information showing that Ducote or Scherling 
were employed, used, or requested to perform any function for the 
FBI. 


, ' m * 




, /■ 




Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE: JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE, aka 



'■ On 12/15/75, Departmental Attorney William L. 

Gardner, CRD, advised that he is familiar with the above matter 
as he had been recently contacted by a reporter for the 
Fresno Bee , a local California newspaper. The reporter 
had several questions about the above-mentioned investigation 
of Ducote in 1974. Gardner advised he provided little 
information of value and the reporter 'indicated that he would 
most probably file for the information under the Freedom 
of Information Act. - . 

Gardner stated that he wished to be kept advised 
of the facts and developments of this matter and he further 
stated that he has not been in contact 'with the USA, 

.San Francisco, regarding his opinion but that every' 
effort would be made to defend against any unfounded allegations 
against the Department or the FBI should they arise. 


Our Sacramento and San Francisco Offices have been 
instructed to resolve all of these allegations and 


. ACTION : 

to obtain affidavits from the Agent personnel involved. 
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TO: 


FROM: 



DIRECTOR,. FBI 

X 

SAC, SACRAMENTO (62-464) (P) 

/ \ 

/ \ 

/changed V*. 

J JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE, aka 
Jerry Ducote, 

Fred'Schwartz? 

HENRY GEORGE'SCHERLING 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 




Title changed to reflect middle name of subjeci»™*w. 
SCHERLING, which is reflected in California Department of 
Motor Vehicles records, and to add JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE, aka 
as additional subject. Title formerly carried as "HENRY. G. 
SCHERLING, INFORMATION CONCERNING". 

Re Sacramento letter to the Bureau,. 11/25/75, and 
/ LHM of same date, qa^tipned "HENRY G. SCHERLING, INFORMATION 
CONCERNING" tl L ' ~ * %7t*+. / ■ ' //, 

t&Skfr 'W -/0 /. ... ' ! ■ - 

Enclosed for the Bu&eau are five copies and for 
San Francisco two copies of an LHM concerning captioned 
subjects;. Also enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of a 
news articlerwhich appeared in the Sacramento Bee on 
11/23/7Si's-* Additionally enclosed for San Francisco are 
two copie s. ; of’.'referenced letter, two copies of referenced 
LHM, and ( f;jvo copies of above news article. 
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It was apparent from conversations with 
and^m^^l^that some inform^^^i had come to their 
attention to the effect thatS/^^H|| had personally recei 
documents from DUCQTEh SABBUpheorizes that this type 
of information, if not directl y from DUCOTE, could have ' 
assumption on I I n | ■ 11 I 11 1 
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SC 62-464 


at Sac ramento, captioned "JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, aka 

^ United Farm Workers, Keene, California - VICTIM; 
CIVIL RIGHTS". 

A current news article, written by GEORGE L. 
BAKER, concerning this matter is enclosed, 

LEADS ; 

UAC3, in order to resolve allegations or 
inferences that the FBI has received stolen OF,'? documents 
from DUCOTE, the following investigation will be performed 
by the San Francisco Division: . 

AT SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA . Make inquiry at Santa 
Clara District Attorney's Office for full particulars 
concerning information that the FBI received stolen UFWU 
documents from DUCOTE. 

AT SA M FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA . Contact investi- 
gator^|^jmi^~California Department of Justice, for 
full particulars concerning statements made by DUCOTE 
regarding the FBI. 
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By GEORGE L. BAKER 
Bdj Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON—A San Jose man is 
under investigation Tor alleged 
participation in a string of "political" 
burglaries in the late 3060s aimed 
at discrediting the United Farm 
Workers or America, lav/ ca¬ 
fe rce ment oft ic ia Is d :sc losed, 
Authoritative sources identified the 
man as Jerry Ducote, a one-time 
Santa Clara County deputy sheriff, 
once active in the John Birch Society 
and other right-wing causes in the San 
Jose area. 

The burglaries* part ct an aburtiv'e 
effort to link the Ce^ r Chavcr-hd 
to. Communists and radical 
groups, were reported t The .^ro 
Bee in May i374, At the time. Ductile, - 
speaking anonymously, told a 
reporter ho had been r, .vo!vcd hi In 
burglaries, carried :i wrh the 
^stfpport and financial cSti.ig j i l: o 
prom inent California g.c* t.s. 

Apparently believing the statute of 
limitations had run o ; r-. I tit t k ; 
therefore could not 3 p.- ajcutvd. 

D^cete took Iris story r ‘ h* ? *hr* vn iv 
to the California l eau o: In¬ 
vestigation, a divisio ; a? 

Department of J *:•■*. r; 

motivation was unde , 

ment officials declined *nmerits 
Now, however, law enforcement 
officials say they art 
Du cote for possible vu lieu uf 
lawsagainst possessm" or concealing 
stolSft property. 

1 ]fhe-Statute of limit tion* hns not 
^expired on these activna hcaiuse; 


imtit recently, Ducote harLivuhis 
possession much of the material 
taken in the burglaries, according to 
officials. 

Said one law enforcement source: 
“We’ve recovered loads cf stuff. 
There are documents, mailing lists, 
files, letters, etc. Investigators are 
rounding up the victims and having 
them identify the material." 

Ducote could not he reached for 
comment. Eat according to law of¬ 
ficials and his attorney, Steve'Lewis 
of San Francisco, Ducutc has already 
been given a verbal wanting that 
anything he says cau'iaicr be used in 
prosecuting him. r _ 

According to his >ti>ry t on timed to 
The Bee lad jear. Ducnte a ad ntivar 
unnamed persons were hired by 
growers to discredit the UF\Y it a 
time when it was ffrst bcdmiiug to 
make a dud in its organizing of 
California farmworkers. 

"The origins! purpose was to j;ut as 
much information a* notable to show 
Lha ContinunSt or i^tical ir.rhienec 
on the union to discredit Chavez/* 
Ducete su’d at the I—j. "We J --3 
vranted to know tin cr vtihm of ilw. 
un Ti-% n ard f* ■ fh.t **> 

tiUcredii film in tk. cyus of the 
Catholic church/* 

Among The organ: ria Liens and 
persons burglarized Vem IhCti to ISG3, 

as outlined by Duco:u and later 
verified by police reports, were: liFV/ 
headquarters in Delano, offices of 
Hum parts Yiag*uiiia and :ho Com¬ 
munis t newspaper DuoqJji!.*! World, 
both in San Francis; the Cabinet 


”‘iT. T :le p™q*, rumo of 
n'Jw. ; epet, cit/cnc slnlti) 


i’esc A-18 
Ae Sacramento Bee 
Sacramento, 
California 
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homo-and Chicago office of the fate 
social activist Saul Alinsky, a Chavez 
supporter: the San Jose Peace 
Center, die Catholic Social Justice 
Office and the offices of San Jose 
attorneys John Thorne and William 
Slaraon, a former assemblyman, 

AH the burglaries involved material 
of a political nature such as 
correspondence, film, mailing lists 
and manuscripts, 

Ducote said last year that zherc was’ 
never any evidence developed to link 
the Chavez movement to Com¬ 
munists, despite such belief by some 
growers. , 

'life legations of grower in¬ 
volve me: ■ have hem made to several 
law epferc-ament agencies, including 
the FBI, which carried out a cursory 
investiga fon last year, and the 
Caliform iJcpr.t w :rv of Justice. 

But th- * is no [vitiation that any 
lav; enfo cetnent agency h;s either 
taken** srnously or attempted to 
validate' ' a \'*^ m vk mm tz. 

Ducou. mi* indicated he lias 
evidence a tmplinite ;bs growers, 
includin: r*. ci <^ordr> „n-J can¬ 
celled ch 'jnid oroviotsslv 


Ducou mi* indicated he has 
evidence a tmplinite foe growers, 
includin: r*. ci „n-J can¬ 

celled ch *-*d h'ij 'jaid previously 
that he v, , d i u:\i,n in 

ex chan; , ■ front 

prosecut i, oo for, no one has taken 
uphisofi 

Whene i r Ihhnte toils his s r ory, it 
is laced ' ah hb\s iliat people in high 
places knew of and.approved of the 
burgiartv , 

There h no doubt that Ducotc has 
worked,oi ilu* fringes o? the grower- 
UFW controversy, fa 1973, when \r 


series of arsonist-set fires j&nsZca&pd 
some packing sheds in die Delano 
area, Ducoia presented himself as a 
private investigator to law en¬ 
forcement officials investigating the 
blazes. 

Investigator Bud Goldsmith of the 
California Division of Forestry in 
Tulare recalled in an interview last 
year thnt Du cote had provided 
several tips to po^uble M^peets, none 
of which panned out. 

In 1SGD, DucoK', together with 
Stephen d'Arngo, a Sa'inu lettuce 
grower, and a former q ir:a Clara 
form bureau official — incci periled a 
book publishing company, according 
to corporation records _ in 

Sacramento. 

/ The St. D ism os Publishing Co, 
published one beok — a critical 
exarm.w.iim of Airw ty '*'d his sjd-il 
organizing teifonipirej — mid was 
suspended from doing buifoasx in 
California in (973 fo: r-.rpaytnerlt of 
taxes. 

Ducctss’s name v,\b: first linked 
publicly to the birj.mcs in Sep- 
1 cm bur - ; L>t year, v hea Kn s:\-v. r!s 
magazine filed a ^10 million danngi* 
suit Ajii i:i him :i y.n Frii 
Superior Court. 

Since die lawsuit ?*as iiled. attorney 
for Ramparts have eiter.ipiod on- 
successfully to toko a dcspcsfrmn 
from Dimote, hnpiro to have hi .a spell 
out who, if anyone else, wa? also in¬ 
volved in *he burglary which occurred 
in 10C7, 

Uut Ducotc has decline : *o*Jvq 
deposition. ■*"" s ' 
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IKQUXRY FB.OK COEGEES SHAFT DC!-; EDWARDS (D-CAL.) , 
CHAIRlfAll, SUBCOmm'Eb: OH CIVIL Aid) OCfir«TITUXlO.»I. 
RIGHTS OF TIL HOUSE CCMJ:ITTEF 01? TUP JUDICIARY 


On 1/6/75, 

Cons* It tee on Civil and 

on the Judiciary telephonical 1 y contacted Ir.epo 
regarding allocations vs.Cp \>y JCAI.Ph J»U:0 "i. UVCvjj. u< ^ 

til?.i: ho had cerr-d 11 o d foli.tleal her; 1 ar it ;s on 'oLal o 1 ti *n 7 17.. 

* 

This ratter has raceivi : con pf ■■ 1 or r>l r- rose ;*. cr.tr! ci - 
in California, ana Congressman Edvards’her, sr; me non? an Srtcrot 
in these allegations. 'Eduards has nor.ee a aver si cues i; it. op c.or - 
coming DUCOTU'S association with the Ffl ire In a in" the > oiniwwin 


3. Has the FBI received any 5 r i'ovi airro; Fit/ 

obtained iron illoral activities? 


4. Does the FBI evaluate the o'r.rce n o.vul ; 

•• motion offered? 

* 

5 . If in £ oral at ion oh t a in rul ill:,'*" 11 y is of 
the FBI, is cn lovestigcticn institutec 1 , vd :r* ’rove 

ties notified? 


Congressmen Edwards is 1 caviar for Gtlifcir.i 
1/10/76 and has revues ted an oral t r i :> f i*,: * oi* 1 / 7 / 7 *' m r 
tnay’ ar.Gwer inquiries he way receive while in CaI5.fomi< 
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Joseph Jcroi.ve Duooto in the cull cat of ti-e or e or.~ 
titled, JEROrii," JOSEPH I'UCOTL, rJ- a , Tjl’iv:-.-. "rAj' ; ' V-? JO-PE, '■■M' 5 ', 
Calif omia— Vic tin "0 3 acre: •onto-- v n File. -f-'Tof, . 

InVGO tigation ins titut X 3 /f7 / ? '■ :o?r a 3 od Eh'1-_ f 0:n; ■, 
using none FEED SCHWARTZ, contnCi.ee attorney for United rot. 
Workers (UF«) and offered to sail oootmntn obtained in i'orj lo¬ 
ries froii l/FV office for $25,01)0. ivrff.’f. TD 5 to fi •rvdrv- evidonee 
litilinf, borolaries to nvu .crons f.• 3 ifon:i■‘rr* 


I *Ti 0 Ti C Dl T- Ic.tiCTi O-T C J.?T 5. lIVC l Ji U “_ T ,7 
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any substance to the allegation, Ho'.cvnr, 
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con corning the details of the invustl ration Ir ,urt ,-osr. ; 
at this tine. 
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advised that n fox* rX letter *tv:] ’ .e 
directed to the Bureau posin'', certain -tv's*.' ions concern'"' 
this natter. _ na farther adviced Vhat he r 'Tcrmr'-ir' to 
the Off ice of Coirs?, mien, ml Affairs, • ' * rtinlr ■ 
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12/23/7 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or codt:) 


AIRTEL 


Priority} 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (52-6943) 


JOSEPH-JEROME tlUCOTE, , 
Jerry'bucote, 

Fred 'Schwartz,, 

Henry George ’“Scherling 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


RaEuairtel 12/18/75 and San*Francisco letter 


12/11/75 


On 12/22/75Bureau cf Investigat 
Department of Justice, State of California, advised tlr 
JEROHE DUCOTE had been arrested by them and incarcerate 
the Santa Clara County Jail with bail set in the amoun 
$100,000. He is charged with 14 counts of Grand Theft 
Possessing and Concealing Stolen Property. 3 tat 
in their continuing investigation they now find that D 
merely alluded to dealing with some security agenev an 
other people concluded that it must be the CIA or FBI. 


A news article concerning DUCOTE 1 s arrest is 
enclosed herewith. His incarceration may preclude an 
expeditious interview of DUCOTE as directed. 

Eix-iu efts A- - //■,' . '? 

San Francisco is now in receipt of a copy of the 1 
letter directed by the State Attorney Generals to the United 
States Attorney with the specifics of their allegations. A 
copy of this letter is enclosed for the Bureau, Sacramento and 
Butte. ,, \$S 

FICWSURS 

^2*Bureau (Enc. 2) (RM) j , C/'/J ‘— k 

'2-Sacramento (62-464) (Enc. 1) (RM) ' 1 _ ' ’ 

2-Butte (Enc. 1) (RM) **/ < ' '1/ V ' , 75 

1-Saii Francisco ;/ 1 ■. 

RSB:kah S-l _ ^ AA”'.. 

( 7 ) 


,veo 




SP 62-6943 
RSB:kah 




j 

| 

0 

| 

*4 

% 

I 


San Francisco will respond appropriately to this letter 
with a copy to tho United States Attorney refuting the allegations 
in their entirety, UACB. The repressntativs sample of the 
documents mentioned in the Attorney General's letter has been 
forwarded to this office by the United States /attorney. 


San Francisco is pursuing this matter as directed 
in referenced Bureau airtel and the Bureau will be kept advised. 


J . 

I 




FD .'tC Irtev. V-iC-iliJ 
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(Mojnt Clipping In Spoco Sclc.v; 


Polifttcs! Burglary Scandal y 
Bay Activists Were Target^ 


By llick Carroll 


-■jv - A Watergate-style scandal 
nvolving a host of political 
burglaries stretching back nearly 
a decade has surfaced In Sana 
Clara county, according to adtfk 
^page report filedvesterdaywuh 
the San Jose Municipal Court. 

Ltt. 

Jerome Ducote, 46, a former 
tta Clara count deputy sheriff 

and* longtime Republican Party 
fcictiviywasst arrested in the ca- 
seiyesteruay. 

He is accused of 21 i'elonie! 

i d is in the Santa Clara count} 
in lieu of posting $100,000 bail 

The voluminous report is the 

result of an 11-month investiga¬ 
tion by the California Department 
of Justice’s Organized Crime and 
Criminal Intelligence Branch, the 
Santa Clara county district attor¬ 
ney’s office and the San Jose 
Police Department, according to 
William P. Hoffman, a Santa 
[~£lara county assistant district 
attorney^ 

The ' report includes a ram¬ 
bling, 96-page interview with 

P L-ote br which he admits Q7 
glaries, most of them comnrit- 
in 1966 and 1967 i 

His largets, Ducote told in¬ 
vestigators, Included the Delano 
office of the .United Farm Work¬ 
ers, Ramparts Magazine, both the 
■ Qarmel home and Chicago office 
of radical^organizer Saul Almsky, 
an Francisco's American-Rus- 
ian Institute and the Peoples 
rorldia Communist Party news- 
bper). the San Josq. office of left- 
taning lawyer the San Jose 
headquarters of Catholic Social 
Justice, and numerous anti-Vid 
natn War groups in San Jose 
Oakland and Berkeley. 

t I 

The admissions emerged du 
ng a tape-recorded interview last 
february 14 with Walter Kubas, 
peci aJ ager^ t of the—Stale 

apartment of Justice. 

fa- 
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, Ilfa^i eeomDlices it u manv^ of 
the break-ins, Du cote said, were 
Andy Gulermovich, now living in 
Salinas, and Henry Scherling, now 
esident of Cour d'Alene, Idaho. 


Ducote toid Agent Kubas that 
be resigned from the Santa Clara 
sheriffs department in 1063 and. 
that same year, was elected 
president of the county's Young 
Republican Club. 

At a Republican meeting, he 
met Kenneth Wilhelm, then the 
secretary of the Santa Clara 
County Farm l!ureau, who offered 
him an SSOO-a-month job to ferret 
out radicals. 

Three years later, the burgla¬ 
ries cropped up throughout North¬ 
ern California. (Investigators cor¬ 
roborated most of the break-ins, 
according to the report.) 

Piles of stolen documents 
wpre turned over to Wilhelm, now 
a J Peninsula schoolteacher, ac¬ 
cording to l he interview. 

At one point* Ducote visited 
Congressman Charles 

GubserfRpp-G ilroy tj n Washington, 
and turned over copies of the 
purloined documents to the House 
Committee on Un-American Ac¬ 
tivities. 

The committee s chief investi¬ 
gator and a Central Intelligence 
Agency Congressional liaison man 
asked for copies of all future 
d jcuments. Ducote claimed. iHe 
si id he did not tell anyone in 
Washington how he got the files.) 

Ducote’s two closest shaves 
came in Delano and in San 
Francisco* he said. 

During one burglary of a 
group that worked closely with 
Cesar Chavez, Ducote's and 
Schepllug's rented auto licence 
was copied , 


links to the Communist Parry, uie 
investigation was droppeu, uacute 
said. 

fn San Francisco, Ducote sJkl t 
he waited near the Peoples Womd; 
office st 3) Clementina alley for 
“throe or four nights' 1 to obtain at 
copy of the Communist newspa¬ 
per's subscription list. 

When tive subscription lists 
sutre dumped into a trash can, 
Ducote wound up in an unseemly 
struggle with an FBI agent, a San 
Francisco* policeman ami an 
Army Int diligence agent over 
them 

■The policeman vu;n, Ducote 
said, after he threatened to arrest 
Ducote and the other two investi¬ 
gators. 

Ducote and his accomplices 
cannot ho charged with ! burgla¬ 
ries themselves, according to 
Assistant District Attorney Hoff¬ 
man. because there is a thm 
>ear statute of limitations on Hi 
prosecution of this crime. 

How ever, Ducote w as ac¬ 
cused of grand theft because.| 
within the past year* he persuad¬ 
ed 14 prominent San Jose busi¬ 
nessmen to aid him in h;s fight to 
link Chavez to the Communist 
Par tv. 




it 

i\ 


When the businessmen 
learned that Ducote did little o. 
no investigating with ihesc fundi, 
they complained to the district 
attorney's office, triggering the 
investigation. 

The other seven felony 
charges, Hoffman said, stem from 
Ducote's hanging onto purloined 
documents. He is also accused of 
s even cou nts of coneea .Unfr stol en 
property r 


Several days later* Scherliag 
Surrendered to the San Jose 
police. After Ducote told a Delano 
policeman that the purp ose of the 
to prore^emtez's 
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UNITED STATES GO -RNMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. 


Gallagher 

’ / ■ 


from j. s. Peelman ^ 

* ** # 

C> 

subject JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE, Also Known 
Jerry Ducote, Fred Schwartz; 
HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


as 


1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


o 


Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Adams 
DATiy20/75 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Gallagher 
0 'Connell 
Peelman 


IX 

Walsh 
McDermott 
Moore 



PURPOSE: 


To 

to 


advise of the status of an investigation 



•fc 


resolve reported allegations that Joseph Jerome 
Ducote burglarized at the direction of the FBI and gave copies 
of the materials stolen to the FBI. 




BACKGROUND : You were previously advised in a J. S. Peelman to 
Mr. Gallagher memorandum dated 12/22/75, that in 
March, 1974, the Civil Rights Division (CRD), U. S. Department of 
Justice {USDJ} , requested investigation of repeated break-ins 
of United Farm VTorkers (UFW) offices in California between 
1966 and 1970, in possible violation of Title IS, U. S. Code, 
Section 241, involving a conspiracy to deny UFN rights guaranteed 
by labor law statutes. The investigation centered around an 
individual identified as Joseph Jerome Ducote, known as a con 
man and a former deputy sheriff, Santa Clara County, California. 

Upon completion of our investigation,' the USDJ 
advised that no Federal violation existed and that inforrr.ation 
should be made available to appropriate local authorities. 

Sa id in format ion_ j was_di^j^trti nated by our Sacramento Division 
to Delano, California, Police 

Dep^tmen^^an^Kern County Sheriff's Office, June, 197 4. 

On 11/24/75, Special 

of Investigation, State^^^^^^5^^nia, advised SA 

of the San Jose Resident Agency that duringrn^^^proximate 
?Tod 1967 - 1968, Ducote committed several politically oriented 
/y burglar ies, including the^San Jose Peace Center. According to 
^Ducote committed the burglaries at the direction of the 
PBI and gave copies of the stolen materials t^both the FBI 
and Western Research of Oakland, California. stated 

that _Ducote will be prosecuted by the State of California for 
possession of stolen documents and indicated that Ducote 

his defense that' he acted at the directic/i/of 

(ST-116 .REP57 i* m. 17*. ’ 


will state 
the FBI. 


as 



62-116783 
1 - 44-60006 
JSG/pwl )13( 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE: JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE, aka 

62-116783 


DETAILS : On 12/22/75, Special Agent Bureau of 

Investigation, advised that Ducote had been arrested 
by them and incarcerated in the Santa Clara County Jail, 
with bail set at $100,000. He is charged with 14 counts of 
graj^ theft and possessing and concealing stolen property. 

^stated in their continuing investigation, they now find 
[that Ducote merely alluded to dealing with some security agency 
land that other people concluded that it must be the FBI. 


On 12/24/75, Joseph Jerome Ducote was interviewed 
by SAs of the FBI at the Santa Clara County Jail and provided 
the following information: 


Ducote stated, however, that Western Research of 
Oakland, California, had sent an agent down to review papers 
that he had in his possession. Ducote said he thought this 
individual was from Army Intelligence based upon the way the person 
v/as dressed and in his general appearance. Ducote advised 
that he had what was believed to be two meets with the CIA, 
the first being in Washington, D. C., and the second in San Jose, 
California. He advised that he never directly contacted the 
CIA for these meetings. Ducote refused to comment on this 
matter inasmuch as he was concerned it might jeopardize his current 
position. 


Bureau files reveal Western Research Foundation, 
also known as Research West, Inc., is a private subversive 
information-gathering and news clipping agency which provides 
S"aid information to private industry and the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities 


Comprehensive letterhead memoranda and affidavits 
submitted by both the San Francisco and Sacramento Divisions re 
this matter, specifically deny that Ducote or his associates 
provided any stolen documents to SAs of the FBI or were ever 
operated as sources, informants, or at the direction of the FBI 


CONTINUED - OVER 





Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
' XE: JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE 
62-116783 

It is noted, however, that a mailing list for 
the San Jose Peace Center, one of the organizatio ns repo rtedly 
\ burglari zed by Duco te in 196 ^ was provided 

W Th^^Tourceobta ined as 

and not througr^ani^contac^w^r^Ducot^^^Burea^^^^^co^^Bfn 
no information which would link source with Ducote. 

Departmental Attorney William L. Gardner was advised 
of the status of the pending investigation ana furnished copies 
of all letterhead memoranda and affidavits submitted by 

I San Francisco and Sacramento. Gardner stated that said letterhead 
memoranda should be furnished to the California authorities in 
order io assist in their prosecution of Ducote. 

By letter dated January 3, 1976, directed to 
SAC Charles W. Bates, the Attorney General, State of California, 
and the Chief Assistant District Attorney, Santa Clara County, 
made written requests for certain original FD-3C2s and memoranda 
regarding Ducote, said request in addition to the letterhead 
memoranda provided, in order to assist in this prosecution ^£*.stolen 
.property and grand theft. The State Attorney General was most 
'appreciative of being provided with copies of the comprehensive 
'letterhead memoranda but indicated that certain original documents 
were necessary. 

In addition to the above. Chief Assistant District 
"•Attorney William P. Hoffman, Santa Clara County, requested 

information as to whether the FBI has in its possession a copy of 
a mailing list of the San Jose Pease Center. The SAC, San Francisco, 
recommende d that in view of fact that the list was provided by 

prior to the date of the reported burglaries, and has 
no direct bearing re the prosecution of Ducote, that the District 
1 Attorney be advised that "This office did not receive a copy 
of a mailing list of the San Jose Peace Center from either 
1 Joseph Jerome Ducote or his associates." The Intelligence 
Division (INTD) and Legal Counsel Division (LCD) concurred with 

this reply and SAC Bates was advised accordingly. 

' 

With the above exception, there has been no request 
made by the California autho rities fo r_ any orig inal memoranda or 
FD-302S regarding 

The CRD, USDJ, and the U. S. Attorney, San Francisco, 
have been provided copies of all affidavits and memoranda and 
pertinent information regarding.this matter. 

ACTION : The opinion of the USDJ will be obtained re release of 

the original FD-302s and other memoranda regarding Ducote 
and his associates as requested by California authorities. The 
LCD and INTD concur with this.action. /. 

; * rv'i \ GfcK 
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Date: 1/16/7G 


Transmit the following m 

* I .v 


Via 


AIRTEL 


fType in plaintext or code} 

AIR HAIL 


. V *-V* : 


(Priority 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: GENERAL 


Assoc. Dir. _ 

Dop .-A D.-Adra_ 

Dep.-A.D.-l y_ 

Asst Bin: 

Admin-_ 

Comp, Syst. 

Ext. Affairs 
Filfes & Coj 
Con. lnv. 

I dent. 



Inspection _ 

Intel]. -_ 

Laboratory__ 

Plm £ EtbL — 
Spec. Irvn_ 


_ ^isinuis-. 
Lcxal Conn. 
Telephone Em. 
Director Soe'j 


A 



SECTION) 

SAC, SAM FRANCISCO (62-5943) 

SUBJECT: JOSEPH, gEROUE DUCOTE, a’:;. 
Jerr^-tfucote, 

Fred Schwart^f-, 

HENRY GEORGS SCHERLIIIG 
INFORMATION CONCERNIMG 


INVESTIGATIVE, CIVIL RIGHTS 


r, 

ij 

V 

j 

r 

i ' 


Re San Francisco airtei, 1/13/76, and San Francisno 
telephone call to Bureau, 1/1S/76. ■ II " 

Enclosed herewith arc 2 copies of a memoranda;.-! 
dated 3/4/6S (SF 62-0-24 030) and an Ft) 302 date’ 2/23/72 
(SF 47-7771). Assistant District Attorney '7ILT.I. n r. rt-rr'-Y.., 
Santa Clara County, requests the original docuar.er.ts. 

The Bureau is requested to s«ak a ruling from the 
Department as to whether or not these esn be disseminated. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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2/25/70 


-JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, 1528 Hanct Avenue, San Jose 
California, voluntarily appeared at the San Jose Resident 
Agency, DUCOTE was advised of the identify of the inter¬ 
viewing agents, the inquiry, and of his rights by SA A 


DUCOTE was advised that investigation was being 
conducted concerning allegations that he was indicating 
that he was a member of the House Committee on Unamerican 

was asked to comnent on this 


Activities„{HCUA> 
allegation^ 4. Ah 1 si 


- J^£Y*“ >Jrr " He stated that for a number of years he had been 

— working closely with the leadership of the Catholic Church 7 ;; 
of San Francisco and ferreting out adversive elements in 

- the leadership of the church. He stated that he is presently 1 ./ 
engaged with KENNETH WILHELM, former director of a Farm 
Bureau of Santa Clara County, California, and STEPHEN D * ABRIEGIO, 
^ a prominent produce fanner in Salinas, California, investigating 
unamerican activities in California and in particular the 
</ Delano Grape Boycott. * ... - .. . 

^y** . < * - ' • 

Mr. DECOTE stated that they had formed the St. Dismas. 
fvf Publishers Incorporated, Post Office Box 8187, San Jose, A- 

^California, and recently published a book exposing SOL ALINSKF. .. . T 

According to DECOTE, ALINSKV had set up computers and solicited^ 
^ proxies from stockholders of major companies and has attempted yyY 
I fffc to influence the policies of these companies. DECOTE stated 
;«•- thiit this book is sold to various companies so that it could 
iv'be mailed out to major stockholders and that this book has 
been made available to many Catholics in California. The 
A presentation of this book to Catholics would be to prevent 
ALINSKV from interfering or influencing Catholic policy, 
particularly in regard to social' action, 




2/19/70 


sir47-7771? 


*2/19/70 
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He stated that he and his colleagues have provided v 
all sub vers i\e information obtained to the California HCL’A 
and that ne. nad met with members of that cormittee on numerous 
occasions. He stated that they have made all information 
available to Western Bp search, a private oraar.isation ir. 
the Bay Area, that maintains an index of public source 
inforration concerning subversives and subversive activities 
in the area. 

DECOTE stated that he went to Washington approximately 
two months ano and while there, met with Congressman CHARLES 
GUBSER, Chief Counsel for the HCL’A, Chief Investigator for 
HCUA, a representative of CIA, and he believes that a Bureau 
representative was also present. 


DEOCTE stated that he told several people that he 
had consulted with the HCUA and that this statement rr.icht 


have been passed enwith the irnression that he was employed 
by the HCUA. DECOTE stated that at no t:~e cid he ever 
.1 state to anone that he was employed by the HCUa or did he 
attempt to leave that innressicn v/ith anyone. He stated that 
if he had left that impression with anyone, he was sorry and 
apoligizes for any inconvenience he may have caused the rot, 
VHe stated that in all future encounters, he would make it 
known should the cuestic.n arrise that he is not employed ny 
any Coverument Office. He stated that in all instances he 
states thcX he is employed by the St. Dismas Publishers 
;Company. 
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JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE 
Also Known As 
Jerry Ducote 
Ered Schwartz; 
htNRY GEORGE SCHERLING 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


On November 24, 1975, Special Age 

.reau of Investigation, Department ofJust^^^St^e of 
.lifornia, contacted Special Agent at t' 

.n Jose Resident Agency and said he vJou^^iik^t^ciIscuss 
e Jerry Ducote. was advised that our FBI (Federal 

.reau of Investigation) files are maintained in 
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. JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE * _ 



Church of San Francisco in ferreting out subversive elements 
in the leadership of^the^church. He said he was presently 
engaged with Kenn%#flWilhelm. former direcj«r of a farm 
Bureau of SaflTA Clara County^ an d Stepha^D*A r>r»j g in f a 
prominent farmer in Salinas, California, in investigating 
An-American activitj.es in California. 


i ‘ Ducote said that he and his colleagues have 
(provided all subversive information obtained to the 
California House Committee on Un-American Activities and 
that he had met with members of tj>at committee on numerous 
occasions. He stated that he/apa his colleagues have made 
all information available tO /Jrestern Research , a private 
organization in the Bay Arpe that mamte in's "fin index of 
public source information'concerning subversives and 
subversive activities. 


Ducote stated that he went to Washington two 
months before the interview and met with Congressman 
Charles Gubser, Chief Consul for the HCUA, Chief Investigator 
for HCUA, a representative of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, and he said he believed that a Bureau representative 


was present. 



Ducote told the Agents that he had told' several 
people that he had consulted with the HCUA and that this 
statement might have been passed on with the impression that 
lie was actually an employee of the HCUA. Ducote denied 
having impersonated personnel of the HCUA and said he was 
sorry if he left that impression with anyone. 



The facts of this matter were discussed with the 
United States Attorney's Office and prosecution was declined. 











JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE 




The facts m this matter were discussed with 
Assistant United States Attorney Jerry K, Cimmet on 
February 18, 1975, at which time Mr. Cimmet declined 
prosecution. 


Ducote, usin^th^a^^sFre^Sehwart^. held a pre¬ 
arranged meeting with United Farm 

Workers, Keene, Californi^^orwlarc^^^^T374at Bakersfield, 
California. Schwartz claimed to have documents taken in ’ 
robberies and burglaries which were carried out at the ■ 
direction of two California growers which would be of 
interest to the United Farm Workers, and which Schwartz 
offered to sell ^^^Mfor $35,000. 


Another meeting between MHH and Schwartz took 
place at Bakersfield on March 31, ±^4, and this 'meeting 
resulted in the identification of Schwartz as Jerry Joseph 
Ducote, born June 28, 1929 at Gulfport, Mississippi, and 
at that time a r esiden t of 1528 Hanchette, San Jose 
California. 
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>$•. The following investigation was conducted at 

San Jose. California: 


^^^^^^^Or^December 5, 

■ Santa CountyT^^I^^H^HI^I^^*^ 

aov^e^tna^n^oid not have any direct knowledg^tna^^ 
JEROME DUCOTE had provided document^t^any Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. ^HH^advised that he 
first became aware of DUCOTE's activates with respect to 
several burglaries in Delano, California, and his possession 
of stolen documents* approximately two months. aeo^^ 


| 



On December 29, 197S, _ 

« t Clara County District Attorney's - ' _ 

advised that DUCOTE never told hin^^e^^Ly" tnat DUCOTE 
:urned over documents to the FBI. Ai^HHB a ^ v ^ SG ^ that 
as he recalled the docume nts were giver^t^w^^ern. 
in Oakland, California. advised that 

California State Departme^^o^Qrganized Crime "and Criminal 
Intelligence Bureau, had originally talked to DUCOTE and 
had obtained a signed statement from DUCOTE pertaining to the 
burglaries that DUCOTE has been alleged to have been involved 
in and also as to the distribution of the documents taken in 
the burglaries. 
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JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE; 
HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING 



On December 24, 1975, Jerome Joseph Ducote, Inmate, 
Santa Clara County Jail, North County Facilities, Palo Alto, 
California, was interviewed by agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Ducote was advised of the purpose of the inter¬ 
view, that being r\u.ot-'s supposedly having worked for-the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and turning over documents to 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, these documents being taken 
from numerous burglaries alleged to have been committed by 
Ducote in Delano, California. Ducote was advised of his rights 
by means of a Warning and Waiver of Rights form, which Ducote 
read, stated that he understood, but before signing he wanted 
to telephonically contact his attorney, Thomas Salciccia and 
obtain his okay before doing so. Ducote telephonically con¬ 
tacted his attorney and on the advice of his attorney, signed 
the Warning and Waiver of Rights form. , 



Ducote advised that he has never worked for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in any capacity. He advised 1 '* 
that he did not turn over any documents to agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, nor did he ever meet any 
agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation who were acting 
undercover in any capacity. 




Ducote advised that on February 14, 1975, he met 
with Walter Kubias, California State Department, Organized 
Crime and Criminal Intelligence Bureau, and provided Kubias 
with approximately a ninety-five page statement pertaining 
to his (Ducote 1 s) involvement in the burglaries of the United 
Farm Worker's Union in Delano, California. Ducote advised that 
at that time, Kubias made him a promise of no prosecution if 
he was to tell everything he knew. Ducote advised that the 
Attorney General's Office in the State of California apparently 
sat on this matter until October 15, 1975, when if was again 
brought to light. He advised that apparently John Lilly of 
the California State Attorney General's Office took over the 
investigation from Kubias. 
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JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE; 
HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING 
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Ducote advised that during his discussions with 
Kubias he at no time ever mentioned or stated that he was 
employed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, nor did he 
ever state that he had given documents to agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. He further advised that no names 
of FBI agents were eve* mentioned in his discussions with Kubias, 

Ducote advised that Western Research, which is 
located in Oakland, California, had sent an agent down to 
review papers that he (Ducote) had in his possession. Ducote 
said that he thought this individual was from Army Intelligence 
based on the way the person was dressed and his general appear¬ 
ance. Ducote advised that he had what he believed were two 
meetings with the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), the first 
being in Washington, D. C., and the second in San Jose, 
California. He advised that he never directly contacted the 
CIA for these meetings, but that the contact was made by the 
Farmer's Union. Ducote did not comment further on this matter 
inasmuch as he was concerned that it might jeopardize his cur¬ 
rent position. Ducote advised that he also thought that at 
one time he had met with an Air Force intelligence officer 
with respect to the matter. 

In addition, the following description was obtained 
through observation and interview: 




Name 

Home address 


Jerome Joseph Ducote 
2108 Belaire 

San Jose, California 
White 
Male 

June 28, 1929 
6 ’3" 




Race 
Sex 

Date of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 

California State 
Bureau of Criminal 
Identification and 

Investigation (ClI) Number 5 407 222 
CJIC Number 7557284 

Scars Scar on left forearm 


230 pounds 

Gray 

Brown 
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MINUTEMEN 


The Minutemen organization was organized in 1960, 
reportedly to resist the spread of communism in the United 
States by use of guerrilla tactics. Robert B. DePugh, national 
coordinator of the Minutemen, was sentenced in October, 1970, 
for violations of the Federal Firearms Act. At the time of 
his arrest DePugh was in possession of documents concerned 
with guerrilla warfare and other paraphernalia, including 
hand grenades, gun silencers, and a machine gun. DePugh 
was released on parole during April, 1973, and in June, 1973, 
indicated he planned to revitalize th£ Minutemen into a 
"two-armed organization." Arm number one was to be utilized 
as a political front organization to Sway elections and 
control local and state political structures. Arm number two 
was to be an underground guerrilla organization made up of 
"strike teams.” These "strike teams" are to be under direSE 
control of DePugh and their existence is to be unknown to 
everyone, including Minutemen State Coordinators. 


APPENDIX 










TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, SACRAMENTO^/62-464) (C) 

SUBJECT: JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, aka; 
HENRY GEORGE 'SCHERLING 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Re Sacramento nitel to the Bureau (no copy to 
Butte) and San Francisco airtel to the Bureau, both 
dated 1/2/76. 




mm 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five 
San Francisco five copies and for Butte on 
LKM dated and captioned as above. Also en 
the Bur£au_are_tw^ cop ies each of sworn af 

SA^mHBp^and i 

SacramentoDivisicn. |^r^in^^^^^tR?^c 
are maintained in Agents' personnel files. 


No further investigation appears 
concerning this matter in the Sacramento D 
this time; however, it is felt that enclos 
LKM concerning prior investigation in this 
be of value to the Bureau- and San Francisc 
dissemination purposes. 

7 \ } 


necessary 
•vision at 
d comprehensive- 
division it ay 


But*.eV(62-2686) (Enc. 1) (Info) 
San* Francisco (62-6943) (Enc. S) 
Sacramento 

(1 - 62-494) / 

(1 - 44-62S) .* 


Approved; 


Special in Charge 





JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, 
Also Known As 
Jerry Ducote, 

Fred Schwartz; 

' HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING 



On Mareh 31, 1974, a physical surveillance was 
conducted in the coffee shop of the Ramada Inn and its 
immediate vicinity, 2620 Pierce Road, Bakersfield. It 
... .was noted that at 3:34 p.m. on that date, a white male, 

age 45 to 50, 6 feet 1 inch to 2 inches, 215 to 220 pounds, 
;v||jt gray hair, wearing a black sweater vest, polka dot shirt 
and carrying a da rk colo red briefcase, entered the coffee 
JV shop and m et They talked until 4:12 p,m., at 

which time left. At 4:16 p.m., March 31, 1974, the 
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JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, 
Also Known As 
Jerry Ducote, 

Fred Schwarts; 

*'* HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING 




unknown man who was previously left the coffee 

shop for the mot el exit and walked 'to a T974 brown Brick, 
California license 816 JZH. This man proceeded to 
drive directly to the Hilton Inn, 3535 Rosedale Highway, 
Bakersfield. This unknown man w'as photographed by a 
Special Agent of the FBI from a concealed position 
approximately 100 feet from the coffee sh op doo r. The 
individual referred to .above who met with Sift was 
later determined to be Jerome Joseph Ducote. 
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JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, 
Also Known As 
Jerry Ducote, 

Fred Schwartz; 

—"HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING 




as Fred Schwartz telephonically contacted the Bakersfield 
Office of the FBI and stated he had been in contact with 
Jerry Cohen. Schwartz said that Cohen told him he had '** 
talked to Senator Kennedy's Office, who would make 
arrangements for him, Schwartz, to furnish information 
to the FBI. He declined to discuss the matter or. the 
telephone and made an appointment to appear in the FLT 
Office at Bakersfield at 9:30 a.m., April 4, 1974. 



On April 2, 1974, Ducote was contacted by FBI 
Agents at Room 240 of the Hilton Inn in Bakersfield and 
advised as follows: 

He admitted he has been in contact with Jerry 
Cohen of the UFWU and George Baker of the Fresno Bee curing 
the past two weeks using the name Fred Schwartz*! He also 
admit ted he is th^same individual who contacted Special 
Agenttelephone on the afternoon of 
April ^the name Fred Schwartz, and made an 


appointment with Special Agen^^^^Bfor 9:50 a.m., 

April 4, 1974. He intended talking to the FBI 

until April 4, 1974, in order to confer with his attorney, 
Hal Chapman, of San Jose, California, telephone 40S-2?4-2270 
He intends to leave Bakersfield on April 2, 1974, to 
discuss his situation with Chapman and return on the 
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JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, 
Also Known As 
Jerry Ducote, 

Fred Schwarts; 

HENRY GEORGE SCKERLING 


evening of April 3, 1974. 

He apologetically declined to furnish any 
details concerning his situation but did furnish the 
following information concerning the reasons for his 
recent actions under the name Schwartz: 


- During the past four years he has been self- 

employed in the public relations business. During this 
same period, he and others were engaged in gathering 
intelligence for certain California growers, rainly 
concerning UFV'U and its Director, Chesar Chavez. He 
is now "boxed in" because of his past activities with the 
growers. He is in debt in the amount o* $20,000 in 
connection with a past loan and pressure is being exerted 
for repayment. He had been advised by his attorney to 
declare bankruptcy, since the matter appeared to be of 
a civil nature; however, at present the local District 
Attorney's Office at San Jose is contemplating criminal 
fraud charges. He described another man involved with 
him as having nine children. He would not elaborate 
on the above information. 

He was formerly employed by the Saint Dismas 
Publishing Company, San Jose, which company is no longer 
in business. Prior to that time, and during the period 
1954 through 1963, he was a deputy sheriff for the Santa 
Clara, California, County Sheriff's Office. 

Ducote furnished the following background 
information concerning himself: 



Name 

Aliases 

Sex 

Race 


Jerome Joseph Ducote 

Jerry Ducote 

Fred Schwartz 

Male 

White 



JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, 
Also Known As 
Jerry Ducote, 

Fred Schwartz; 

HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING 



Date of Birth June 28, 1929 

Place of Birth Gulfport, Mississippi 

Residence 1S28 Hanchette 

San Jose, California 
Height 6 feet 3 inches 

Weight 22S pounds 

Eyes Brown 

Hair Gray, receding 

Marital Status Married 

Military Service U. S. Army, 

1949 , 1953, Army Serial 7 

Number 19324764 

fnot sure if correct number) 

Social Security 

Account Number 571-20-2937 

Nife Mary.Ducote 

1528 Hanchette 




San Jose, California 

Children Seven, ranging from age 

five to age 16, all 
residing with parents 



Mother 


Mrs. E. M,'Ducote 
664 North 15th Street 
San Jose, California 
LeeySmith / 
street address unknown 
Saratoga,'California, 
whose husband, Quentin 
is an attorney 


On April 3, 1974, Ducote telephonically contacted 
the FBI at Bakersfield, stating that he was calling from 
San Jose, California, to advise that he would not be able 
to- confer with his attorney until April 6, 1974, and wculd, 
thereafter, make an appointment to be interviewed by the 
FBI at Bakersfield, stating he did not desire to be 
contacted at San Jose. 





JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, 
Also Known As 
Jerry Ducote, 

^ Fred Schwartz; 

1 '-‘ HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING 




Ducote telephonically advised the FBI at 
Bakersfield on April 8, 1974, that he and his attorney 
were scheduled to confer with Santa Clara County, 
California, Assistant District Attorney Dennis Lempert 
and his attorney had advised to delay a meeting with 
the FBI until talks with Lempert are concluded. 


Ducote telephonically contacted the FBI at 
Bakersfield on April 18, 1974, to advise that he was 
then ready to furnish information to the FBI. He said 
his attorney, Hal Chapman, of San Jose, requested that 
he, Ducote, be interviewed at San Jose. He requested 
that Chapman be contacted for an interview date. On 
April 19, 1974 , Chapman was contacted at 111 V r est St. John 
Street, San Jose, at which time Ducote was present. 
















JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, 
Also Known As 
Jerry Ducote, 

Fred Schwartz; 

HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING 


C- 
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Since possible violations.of California statutes 
were involved in this matter, the Criminal Division of 
the Kern County Sheriff's Office, Bakersfield, California, 
as well as the Delano Police Department, were advised 
of the allegations and information developed concerning 
this matter. 

None of the alleged stolen documents referred 
to above were ever received by the Sacramento Division 
of the FBI, which division covers Bakersfield, California, 
and Ducote was never a "source" or "informant" of the 
Sacramento Division. • 

* 

Henry George Scherling has never furnished the 
Sacramento Division of the FBI any type of inforiaation or 
documents. 
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JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, Inmate, Santa Clara County- 
Jail, North County Facilities, Palo Alto, Calif., wa s advised 
as to the identities of the interviewing Agents. 
advised DUCOTE of the purpose of the interview, that oein^^* 
DUCOTE's supposedly having worked for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) and turning over documents to the FBI, 
these documents being taken from numerous burglaries alleged 
to ^av^been committed by DUCOTE in Delano, California. 

SA HHj^Pidvised DUCOTE of his rights by means of a Warning 
and Waiver of Rights form, v/hich DUCOTE read, stated that he 
understood, but before signing he wanted to telephonically 
contact his attorney, THOMAS SALCICCIA and obtain his okay 
before doing so. DUCOTE telephonically contacted his attorney 
and on the advice of his attorney, signed the Warning and 
Waiver of Rights form. 




DUCOTE advised that he has never worked for the 
FBI in any capacity. He advised that he did not turn over 
any documents to Agents of the FBI, nor did he ever meet aj^y 
Agents of the FBI who were acting undercover in any capacity. 

DUCOTE advised that on February 14, 1975, he 
met with WALTER KUBIAS, California State Department of 
Organized Crime and Criminal Intelligence Bureau, and 
provided KUBIAS with approximately a ninety-five page 
statement pertaining to the United Farm Worker's Union in 
Delano-, California. DUCOTE advised that at that time, 

KUBIAS made him a promise of no prosecution if he was to 
tell everything he kne\^. DUCOTE advised that the Attorney 
General's Office in the State of California apparently sat 
on this matter until October 15, 1975, when it was again 
brought to light. He advised that apparently JOHN LILLY 
of the California State Attorney General's Office took over 
the investigation from KUBIAS. 




DUCOTE advised that during his discussions with 
KUBIAS, he at no time ever mentioned or stated that he was 
^employed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, nor did lie 


12/30/75 


Date Jictoiod 
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ever state that he had given documents to Agents of the 
Bureau of Investigation. He further advised that no names ot 
FBI Agents were ever mentioned in his discussions with KUBIAS. 


Federal 


DUCOTE advised that Western Research, which is 
located in Oakland, California, had sent an Agent down to 
review papers that he (DUCOTE) had in his possession. DUCOTE 
said that he thought this individual was from Army Intelligence 
based on the way the person was dressed and his general 
appearance-. DUCOTE advised that he had what he believed 
were two meetings with the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), 
the f.irst being in Washington, D.C., and the second in San 
Jose, California. He advised that he never directly contacted 
the CIA for these meetings, but that the contact was 


made 


on 


by the Farmer's Union. DUCOTE did not comment further 
this matter inasmuch as he was conceded that it might 
jeopardise his current position. DUCOTE advised that he 
also thought that at one time he had met with cn Air Force 
intelligence officer with respect to the matter. ^ 

In addition, the following description was obtained 
through observation and interview: 


Name 

Home address 

Race 

Sex 

Date of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

CTI No. 

CJIC No. 

Scars 


JEROME JOSEIH DUCOTE 

2108 Eelaire 

San Jose, California 

White 

Male 

June 2S, 1929 
6 ’ 3 M 

230 pounds 
Gray 
Brown 
5 407 222 
7SS72S4 

Scar on left forearm 
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Deft of ?rn«rription 


. I/G/76. 


JEROME JOSEPH Dll COTE, Innate, Santa Clara County 
Jail, Nor.th County Facilities, Palo Alto, California, was 
ad vised as to the identities of the interviewing Agents. 

vised DUCOTE that the purpose of the interview 
-wa’^Tasco upon his (DUCOTE) telephone call to the San Jose 
Resident Agency of the FBI requesting that he be able to 
talk to ar. Agent and clarify the newspaper article that 
appeared in the San Jose "Mercury" on January 2, 1976 in 
which an unknown source stated that documents were given 
to the l-'CI, these same documents being stolen from burglar;c 
committed by DUCOTE. SA (HB advi sea DUCOTE of his right? 
by means of a i'.'a ruing ar.dlmTor of Mights form, which DU COT 
read, stated that he understood and signed, 

DUCOTE advised that he telephor.icai 1 v contacted th 
San Jose Resident Agency of the r E I and requested chat ::v 
Agent interview; him concerning a newspaper artic.e that 
appeared in the San Jose "Mercury" on January d, 1976. i!o 
advised that the reason that he ’..’anted to he interviewed 
was that he wanted to state that he was not the unknown 
source that said documents had beer, turned over to the • 

He stated that he believed that the individual re~pon?i!. 
for this was JERRY BOISE (ph). He adviced that ECTSE a; 
dance instructor at the San Jose stereo^ion _ epar trie nt. 

He described BOISE further as being approximately age -t 
with reddish graving hair. Me ^ d h L ! 1 k » , iC 1 ^ flw 1 „Li,l 1 • 
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DUCOTE advised that he (DCCOTE) has never talk: 
to a Special Agent of the rBX bthe name of 3UC:-t SAM?hi:. 
He said that he knows BUCK SAMPLE, but that he ha? never 
talked to him. DUCOTE stated t: at he has never talked t; 
the FBI in Los Angeles, Cali ferula, in if>~3. 
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DUCOTE stated that iic believes that the purpose of 
E-BOISE saying that documents were given to the FBI is that 
- BOISE wants to hurt R. KEX WILHELM, who was in on the deal 
with him (DUCOTE). DUCOTE did not further elaborate on 
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his (DUCOTE) connection with WILHELM. DUCOTE said that HOT?! 

previously had dealings with W 1 LfiLLM and 30ISL feels that he 

got the short end of the deal ' < 


DUCOTE advised that ho first net BOISE approximately 
one year ago. He believed that this meeting first took place 
in October or November of 1974 at the Howard Johnson Restaur..:*, 
in San Jose, California. He advised that BOISE made the first 
contact with him. Thereafter, BOISE acted as a go-between 
between DUCOTE and WALTER XUBAS, an investigator for “he 
State of California. D'JCOfE advised that it was BOISE who 
finally set up a meeting between himself and KU3AS. 


DUCOTE stated that he believes that BOISE is 
paranoiac. He advised that BOISE had told him in the 
that ho gets his messages from the license numbers fre 
people that are following him. BOIS^ feels that <.very 
is against him. and that this plot against BOISE was pe 
petrated by WILHELM. DUCOTE feels that the purpose 
BOISE is providing information to the newspaper is in 


effort to dostrev W 


ILHLLM. 




DUCOTE advis< 
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told sc::.e-ono that he (BOISE; was the source of the Inf art. a 
tion that appeared in the newspaper on January 2, 1976. 
DUCOTE advised that LEWIS could be reached at 100 Bush Str< 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

; -DIRECTOR, FBI ^(62-116783) ' ' date: 5/27/76 

{V? (ATTN: OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL AND CIVIL RIGHTS5 
■Vy .-> 

V ‘ SAC,';SAN FRANCISCO (62-6943) (P) 



subject: 'I Joseph JEROME DUCOTE, aka 
Jerry Ducote, 

. Fred Schwartz 

7' HENRY GEORGE SCHSRLING 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Re San Francisco nitel 5/13/76 'advising that 
a verbatum transcript of Santa Clara’County Assistant 
District Attorney WILLIAM HOFFMAN'S testimony on 5/10/76 
\vould be obtained from Santa Clara County Superior Court. 

A review of the transcripts indicates that 
HOFFMAN inferred in his testimony during a pretrial 
hearing that SAC CHARLES W. BATES lied to him but he 
did not make that statement as set out in San Jose 
newspaper dated 5/11/76. A pertinent part of the testimony 
is set out, "Question: Now, when Mr. MC COLLUM talked to 
Agent SAMPLE, Agent SAMPLE indicated to Mr. MC COLLUM 
that he had received several years ago, approximately 
1967, presumably a mailing list for the San Jose Peace 
Center. Did Mr. MC COLLUM relate that information to 
you? Answer: That’s right. Question: That he had 
received this information through an informant? Answer: 
Well, to go back so I can answer your question. Attorney 
General ERIC COLLINS had written the FBI before we ever 
got in the matter about the time we got in it anyway 
before I started doing anything and asked for a specific 
number of statements and any documents of the type taken 
in' any of the burglaries from the FBI. They wrote back, 
gave us a synopsis, not any of the statements, which I 
got a copy of, and about the same time I got a letter 
from Mr. BATES which 'incidentally, I don’t think any 
of those letters came to me. He writes thef^qjgs7y-I/ 

- write him and he writes the boss, ‘and the-'b’oss gives 
me the letters. But he said he had none of the documents 
at any time taken in any of the burglaries. I knew that 
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he did have some, so then I wrote him back and told him 
that’ll knew he had some of the documents. And then he 
said :that somebody else stole them for him. The Court: 

Somebody else what? The Witness: Somebody else stole 
thenfc'for him. They had an informer or somebody that 
stole them for him. Those were the only from the Peace 
^•Center in San Jose. Those are the only ones that we 
happen to know he had and he didn't happen to know we 
knew he had. 

During an interv^i^b^DA Investigator: 
an^State Investigator 12/1/75, SA 

^I^HBin an effort of cooperation to resolve innuendoes 
of complicity advised the Investigators that the FBI had 
a mailing list of the San Jose Peace .Center from another 
source and would have had no occasion to accept one from 
JERRY DUCOTE known to the FBI as-an unreliable individual. 

The San Francisco office later wrote to the District Attorney's 
office and categorically denied receipt or possession of any 
material taken in burglaries conducted by DUCOTE. 

testified at the pretrial hearing on 
5/19/76 and th^Tourt record now contains the true facts 
concerning the Peace Center mailing list in the possession 
of the FBI. It is to be noted that HOFFMAN and his staff 
have been obsessed with the notion that the Bureau directed 
DUCOTE's burglaries. 

On 12/5/75 a meeting was held at San Francisco 
including USA JAMES L. BROWNING, Jr., Deputy Attorney 
General ERIC COLLINS, and SAC CHARLES W. BATES. At this 
meeting COLLINS said that he would like to have certain 
information from FBI files and that he would direct a 
letter to this office setting out a formal request. The 
'.letter from COLLINS dated 12/10/75 was received by the 
San Francisco FBI office on 12/17/75 inasmuch as it was 
-directed to USA BROWNING and was eventually forwarded to 
the San Francisco FBI office. 
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By letter dated 1/2/76 a detailed letterhead 
memorandum was furnished Deputy Attorney General ERIC 
COLLINS and Santa Clara County District Attorney LOUIS 
BERGNA. This memorandum contained all pertinent information 
in the files of the San Francisco and Sacramento Divisions. 
Deputy Attorney General ERIC COLLINS then requested original 
serials setting out the information referred to in the LHM 
and upon approval by the Department of Justice all these 
serials were furnished COLLINS and BERGNA by letter dated 
1/29/76. It is to be noted that the first letter forwarded 
by Assistant District Attor ney HOFFMAN to SAC BATES was 

dated 1/2/76. On 12/30/75,__ _ 

Santa Clara County District Attorney's Office, telephonically 
contacted Bureau officials in Washington and complained that 
SAC BATES was not cooperating, would not furnish requested 
materials, and would not return telephone calls or answer 
letters which is all false. During the course of this 
investigation Assistant DA HOFFMAN has written letters of.—■. 
a threatening type asking for certain statements and 
documents that do not exist. 


For the information of the Bureau, the pretrial 
hearing relative to Defendant HENRY SCHERLING has been 
completed and the Judge's decision to dismiss the charges 
requested in the motion made by the Defense Attorney is 
being awaited. The Bureau will be kept advised. 


A copy of the transcript of Assistant District 
Attorney WILLIAM P. HOFFMAN'S testimony on 5/10/76 is 
enclosed for the Bureau's information. 
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FROM: (Ul^SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (62-6 943) 

SUBJECTJOSEPH JEROME' DUCOTE, aka 
JERRY DUCOTE, 

FRED SCHWARTZ 
HENRY GEORGE SCHERDING 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
CR * 

Re Buairtel, 6/28/75. 

The 6/30/76 issue of the "San Jose News" indicate*- 
that JERRY DUCOTE was ordered sent to Vacaville for a 90 dav 
diagnostic evaluation before final sentencing bv Superior 
Court Judge JAMES DUVARAS, JR. on 6/30/76. 

The news article indicated that "immediately ^ fter 
the brief session SALCICCIA, DUCOTE's attorney, and DUCOTE 
disappeared into the chambers of Judge JOSEPH* P. NEELY who 
has under submission a pre-trial attempt: by DUCOTE’s sidekick, 
HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING, to have charges against him dismissed. 

The Bureau will be kept advised. 
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TO SACS SACRAMENTO (44-625) 
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URGENT 
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UNSUB; 



UNITED FARM WORKERS , BAKERSFIELD , 


ft 


CALIFORNIA - VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS 00: SC. 




0“ ? l 


RESCTEL TO BUREAU AND SAN FRANCISCO MARCH 31, 1974. 

THIS MATTER DISCUSSED WITH THE DEPARTMENT AMD THEY 
REQUESTED INVESTIGATION CONTINUE TO FULLY IDENTIFY FRED 
SCHWARTZ, ALSO KNOWN AS, CHARLES SCHW&RTZ, TTF INDIVIDUAL 

ft 

WHO iiET WITH LT7ITED FARM WORKERS 

(UFN) AT BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA, MARCH 2 5, 197.'. AND 
MARCH 31, 1974. 

SACRAMENTO AMD SAN FRANCISCO EXPEDITE EFFORTS TO 
IDENTIFY SCHWARTZ. ONCE HE IS PROPERLY IDENTIFIED, SUTHL 
SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION AND FOLLOW WITH Liiit CONTAINING 
FULL DETAILS THIS INVESTIGATION. ONCE IDENTIFIED, NO ATTEMPT 
SHOULD BE MADE TO INTERVIEW INDIVIDUAL KNOWN AS SCHWARTZ 
UNLESS ADVISED TO THE CONTRARY BY THE BUREAU, 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION, BUFILES REVEAL THAT IN 1964 A SOURCE 
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TELETYPE TO SACS SC, SF i 

RE: UNSUB; JERRY COHEN - VICTIM 

r. ’ * • I 

i 

OF ALCOHOL, TAX AND TODACCO UNIT (AT&T) TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT REPORTED ONE JERRY DUCOTE WAS MEMBER OF 

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, UNIT OF "MINUTEMEN" AND WAS LISTED f 

. . AS DIRECTOR OF FREEDOM BOOK SHOP, 60 EAST SAN FERNANDO 2 



DUCOTE' WAS 

CHARACTERISED 

BY THE PERSON FURNISHING INFORMATION AS DICING AN UNSTABLE INDIVIDUAL. 
DUCOTE WAS LISTED IN THE "SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE" AS BEING A 
MEMBER OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. 
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TELETYPE TO HAGS, SC, SF 

RE: UHSODf JERRY COHEN - VICTIM 


BASED UPON INFORMATION FURNISHED, IT IS NOT HMO”;T IF 
THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE IDENTICAL TO THOSE PERSONS 
DESCRIBED IN RESCTEL. BUFILES CONTAIN NUMEROUS REFERENCES 
TO A CHARLES AND FRED SCHWARTZ; HOWEVER, DUE TO THE NUMBER 
OF REFERENCES AMD THE LACK OF MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION, 

NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO REVIEW THESE REFERENCES. 
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TELETYPE TO SAC 
EE: UNSUB; 


- VICTIM 


ft- 


NOTE: This concerns a limited Civil Rights investigation 
being conducted by our Sacramento Division, pursuant to 
a Departmental request, into alleged break-ins of UFW 
offices and an attempt by one Fred Schwartz to sell documents 
taken-during these-break-ins to the UFW for a sum of $35,000. 


7 advised investigation should 
continue to fully identify Schwart 2 and once identified, 
information developed during investigation should be furnished 
to appropriate local and Federal authorities. This instructs 
SC and SF to expedite i nvestigation to identi fy Schwartz 
and to suLHM results. 


.Bufiles 62-107261-293 indicated that one Jerry Ducote 
was reported in 1964 to be a member of the San Jose, California, 
Unit of the "Minutemen." 
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SAN FRANCISCO (44-1413) 
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CHANGED, JEROME JOSEPR-0UCOTE, AKA FRED^SCHWARTZ 


& 


UNITED FARM WORKERS, KEENE, CALIFORNIA - VICTIM 


< <> / 
'■w / 


TITLE CHANGED TO SHOW IDENTITY OF SUBJECT AND CORRECT LOCATION 


OF UNITED FARM WORKERS (UFW) OFFICE AS KEENE, CALIFORNIA. TITLE _ 

FORMERLY CARRIED AS " UNSUB, UNITED FARM WORKERS, 

BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA - VICTIM, CR.” 

RE SC AND SF TELETYPES TO THE BUREAU, APRIL 1, 1974. 

r 

SUBJECT, WHITE MALE, BORN JUNE 28, 1929, GULFPORT, LOUISIANA; 
SSAN 571-20-3939, WAS CONTACTED BY BUAGENTS AT BAKERSFIELD, APRIL 2, 


| 1974, AND ADMITTED HIS IDENTITY AS SET FORTH ABOVE, HE ALSO 
ADMITTED CONTACTING SA pHHI ° N TELEPHONE APRIL 1 , 1974, 

' USING NAME OF FRED SCHWARTZ TO ARRANGE FOR MEETING THE FBI, 
f BAKER SFiaD, ON APRIL 4, 1974. SUBJECT DECLINED TO DISCUSS DATAILS , 

H? M8E 1 EX-U 3 

" ' 71 - /rfT 

15 APft JJ 1974 ' 
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o 

PAGE 2 
SC 44-625 

1 f 

CF MATTER AT HAND UNTIL HE CONFERS WITH HIS ATTORNEY, HAL CHAPMAN, 1 
' i 

TELEPHONE 408-294-2270, SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, BUT DID FURNISH THE 

) 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION RE HIS RECENT ACTIONS UNDER THE NAME OF FRED 



SCHWARTZf 


DURING THE PAST FOUR YEARS HE HAS BEEN SELF-EMPLOYED IN PUBLIC 

ST' 

RELATIONS BUSINESS. DURING SAME TIME HE AND OTHERS WERE ENGAGED IN 

P 

GATHERING INTELLIGENCE FOR CERTAIN CALIFORNIA GROWERS, MAINLY CON- 
I CERNING UFV. HE IS NOW "BOXED IN" BECAUSE OF SUCH ACTIVITIES AND IS 
IN DEBT IN AMOUNT OF $20,000 RE PAST LOAN, WITH PRESSURE BEING 
EXERTED FOR REPAYMENT* IN CONNECTION WITH LOAN, DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S 


OFFICE, SAN JOSE, NOW CONTEMPLATING CRIMINAL FRAUD CHARGES AGAINST* 1 ’ 

ra 1 — - - ” 

HIM AND ANOTHER MAN WHO HE DESCRIBED AS HAVING NINE CHILDREN. HE 


WOULD NOT ELABORATE ON ABOVE, 


WITH SA 


N APRIL 4, 1974, 


BUT SAID HE INTENDS TO KEEP APPOINTMENT 
AND MAY HAVE ATTORNEY yiTH HIM. 


UACB DUCOTE WILL BE INTERVIEWED ON APRIL 4 , 1974, IN PRESENCE OF 




ATTORNEY IF NECESSARY, 


LOS ANGELES DISCONTINUE INVESTIGATION REQUESTED IN REFERENCED 


SACRAMENTO TELETYPE. 


PAW FBI HQ 



Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


FEQERA. QUREAU OF INVF. .QlGATIOM 


REPORTING OFFICE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

SACRAMENTO 


SACRAMTl'TO 

TITLE OF CASE / 

JEROME JOSEPMUCOTE, aka 

United Farm Workers, 
■KeenerCalifornia - VICTIM 


DATE 

4/19/74 


REPORT MADE BY 

"ciffl 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

3/20 - 4/10/74 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


TYPEO BY 

vck 

' j 

»i 


i 

REFERENCE: Bureau telephone call to Sacramento, 3/27/74; 

—“ Bureau letter to Sacramento, 3/29/74; 

Bureau nitel to Sacramento, 4/2/74; 

San Francisco teletype to Bureau, 4/10/74;I 
Sacramento airtel to Bureau, 4/15/74. •• , 

Sacramento nitel to Bureau, 4/18/74. / : 

' : <1 
ADMINISTRATIVE . V. 

As in referenced nitel of- 4/18/74, the subject has —- 
requested an interview at Sun Jose, ualiforniu, therefore, t is 
case is being maintained in a pending status at Sacramento until 
results of that interview are known. 
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q nn Francisco is being furnished an information 
copy of th Ts report in the event of any farther reqnest 
for investigation in that Division. 


LEADS 

SAiT FRANCISCO 

AT saH JOSE, CALIFORNIA : Report results of 
interview ot subject 

sACRAiinrro 

AT SACRAHIHrO , CALirCra:I: L : T 'j-U fter 

additional investigation xL iwquqCed bv Bureau 
results of subject's interview are staaieo. 
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1 - USA, Sacramento 
1 - AUSA, Fresno 


Report of* 
Dot*; 


4719/74 


Fitid oifiet Fil* §-. 44-625 


""" JEROME JOSEP H DUCOTE; 

UNITED FARM T70RKFKS, 

KEENE, CALIFORNIA - VICTIM 

Character: 

CIVIL RIOTS 
* 

Synopilt: 



Office: Sacramento, California 

r 


* 
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^United F. rm "orkcrs (UFN) 
arranged rccting with one lT:Ep_ 
SCHNARTZ, 3 / 25 / 74 , at Bakersfield, Calif. SCI INAPT Z claimed 
to have documents taken in robberies informants at 

direction of two California growers, which_ -would be of interest 
to UFU, and which he offered to sell for $35,000, 

Another meeting between^^^0-and SCHNAKTZ took place at 
Bakersfield, 3/31/74, and was observed bv Buagents. SCIF7/JTZ 
vas photographed at this meeting and later identified as 
subject JEROME JOSEPH UUCOTE, white male, dob 6/20/29, Gulfport 
Mississippi, residence 1528 Hanchette, San Jose, Calif, 


subject telephonically contacted the FBI Office 
Bakersfield, Calif,, under name SCHNARIZ, and said he would 
submit to interview 4/4/74, Subject was contacted at Bakers¬ 
field, 4/2/74, by Buagents and stated he had been in business 
of gathering intelligence for certain California growers 
re UFW activities, that he is in debt for $20,000, and that 
he expects criminal charges to be filed against him. He 


ThJ* document contain* neither recommendation* nor ronctiiilona of the FBf. It it the property of the FBI and it loaned to your agency, it and it* content* 
arc not to be distributed out tide your agency. 
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would not elaborate until he could confer with attorney. 
On 4/3/74, and 4/8/74, subject telephonically contacted 



FBI Bakersfield, and said he would appear for interview 
as soon as he receives approval from his attorney, HAL 


CHAPMAN. 




DETAILS 


The following are the results of a limited 


By letter dated March 28, 1974, from J. STANLEY 
POTTINGER, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division 
to the Director of the FBI, the following background infor¬ 
mation and instructions were received: 
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FEDERAL DUFF/tU or INV'*Tie.'. 


Dole of Ironic riplion_ 


4/2/74 


On ilrrch 31, 1974, a physical surveillance 
Mr ss conducted ill the Coffeebhop o.» the t- .?\.r J.nn, 
and immediate vicinity, 2620 Pierce noru, balccrsfic’.d, 
Californio, mid the foi-Iouing \rrs noted: 


& 




At 3:26 , __ 

United Frrr.i Workers Union, euterv ■ the Coo.i'o.'.'hup 
through tlie vest door. At 3:34 a vl'it.t. .>.ale, 

e^e 43-50, 6 feet 1 inch to 2 inch-s, 215 - 220 pound.*;, 
grey h'ir, wearing a blacu. Greeter vest, t . ; o?.!v. c.jt ohiiL, 
carrying a dnr’c colo red br iefer. . ; out'’: • " the t 
door and met v ithJ^^^HVxhcy t •*!.'.-,a; ^i..L i mP 1: >.t 

at 4 :12 /.t 4:16 ?./•., the t .-t a9i i.*;i v.ho v.-c 

with left tiie Coffee ;-no‘. ’ > .rr.t, 

uali;c<. appro::!:lately 40 feet <. ;• . .-v~y : 

a 19/4 bro\;n l-nic::, Califoivxir . J lo ; , : it•• J.X. ... . _ 

proceeded directly to ’.u.;: hilt.«i 352.. sc*’ale 

iiighvey, bn her :-;f ic Id, arriving tj.s • : at I 
,larch 31, 1974, 


riiio co2.no-..’n a:.**.a s 


) 


concealed pos ition approximately ioj £• 
Special A',ent ^ 

Inn Coffee Shop, 


as r.c enter >t e:.« e..r 


-: ‘01.4 ; 

••y by 
the i ■» 


: f 


Bfe. _ 

Kid ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole of Ironic* ip Iron 


4/2/74 


A check of room registration cards at the 
Hilton Inn, 3535 Rosedale Highway, determined the 
following information; 

On March 30, 1974, a JERRY DUCOTE, 1528 
Hanchett, San Jose, California, registered at the 
Hilton Inn, Room 240, registration card number 33699. 
The Card showed a vehicle as a 1974 Appollo, California 
license 816-JZH, and a firm as St. Dismas Publishing, 
DUCOTE checked in at 10:56 A.M* and indicated he was 
checking out on April 1, 1974. Only one person was 
indicated on the registration card. 





3/31/74 


3/31/74 


Case d-t<o!ed 


Thii docynnflfrti neiihr* r nor ce^clutlont of Ihe f&l tC It (he properly o* Ihe FBt ond n Toaned *0 ysuf 

ll til cooler It ore not be dtstrtfevTfld pallid* yov( ogefttp. 






Records of the , epertmeat of Jo tor vehicles 
ChiV), -S-'crpflento, California, were erased to be 

reviewed on March 31, 1974 and revealed that California 
automobile license 316 JJII is re" is ter m' to t> _ ..rfi 


jlrii nurs o 


Attempts to obtriii r . photo* 
iver 1 r, 1 i cells e of either LUG Jit o r| 
til 1, 1974, from j w7 by. Special Cl 
0 r ■_ varied that the sycta.-v wj 
pected to be a ..-err tio-jri on "pril '' 
J>hvr /chicles records dc ido-icrt- 
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On the evening of March 31, 1974, advised 

as follows: 

SCHWARTZ telephoned him at about 8:30 P.M., 
March 31, 1974^ for a final decision from UFW. He 
' told SQIWARTZ that the UFW Board had decided not to pay 


r.t yr ttp^w i T Py wypww i 
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any money in connection with this matter. He further 
told SCHWARTZ that he had communicated with the Civil 
Rights Division of the United States Department of 
Justice who advised him to tell SCIfWARTZ to contact 


the FB I at Bakersfield concerning the docunents. 

sa id he t old SCHWARTZ to contact Special Agent 
Hat the Bakersfield FBI Office and 


Turnisned SCHWARTZ the telephone number of that office. 
SCHWARTZ indicated he would contact the FBI on April 1, 


1974. 
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FEDERAL r.UitfA'J OF IN VESTtGMi 


Dale o t i*onitnpJLort_ 


4/2/74 


At 4:20 P.M., April 1, 1974, an individual 
who identified himself as FRED SCHWART Z telcphonically 
contacted' Special' Agent at the Bakersfield 

Office of the FBI arid' advised as follows; 

He has been in contact with JERRY COHEtl and 
COHEN told him he had talked to Senator's KENNEDY'S 
Office who vould make arrangements for him, SCHWARTZ, 
to furnish information to the FBI, He declined to 
discuss the matter on the telephone and made an 
appointment to appear in the FBI Office, Bakersfield, 
at 9:30 A.M., April 4, 1974. 
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Bakersfield, California SC 44-625 

n* . ___ _ r _ _ File * __ _ ___ 


i 


4/1/74 


„ Dole dit'otf 


Thft dotumtnt contain! neiihec recommendaTloni nor eg nc lull cm gl the FBI 1! it ike property qI ike F6f aad it loaned to your agency;, 
It and itt conlenii ore not to be dfitmbuicd ouHlde your agency. 
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On April 1, 1974, the Sun Francisco Division 
of the FBI advised as follows: 

On April 1, 1974, a review of the 1973 Polk 
Directory, covering Sun Jose, revealed a J1210112 DUCOTE 
and MARY dUCOTE residing at 1528 Ilanchette Avenue, tele¬ 
phone 295-1837, San Jose, California. 

A review of the records of the Santa Clara 
County Sheriff's Office, San Jose, on April 1, 1974, 
reveal that on September 18, 1973, the subject was 
cited in his vehicle for excessive smoke. The business 
address listed on the citation was 1528 Ilanchette /venue, 
San Jose, California, DUCOTE's driver's license number 
is Z0368231, in the State of California, with a birthdate 
of June 28, 1929. The sheriff's department has an out¬ 
standing warrant in the amount of $2$,00 for this violation 
as DUCOTE failed to appear. 

The California Department of Motor Vehicles, 
Registration Division, has on file a 1969 Chevrolet 
station wagon, with California license ZEG 561, being 
registered to MARY DUCOTE, 1528 Ranchette Avenue, San Jose, 
California, with the legal owner shown as the Bank of 
America, 280 South Second Street, San Jose. 

The records of the Tax Assessor's Office for 
Santa Clara County, California, do not reveal DUCOTE 
as owning any real property in this county. 

A review of the San Jose City Business Directory 
Section does not reveal .any information identifiable with 
the St a Dismis Publishing Company, The telephone directory 
and telephone information services covering San Jose, do 
not have any.Informat ion identifiable with this company. 


I . 

i 


> 


l-A 


if 


23 






♦<~ 
t \ ■ - ' * ‘ 






SC 44-525 


The records of the fictitious name index at the Santa 
Clara County Recorders Office in San Jose does not have 
any information identifiable with the St. Dismis Publishing 
Company or the subject. The Plaintiff-Defendant Index 
located at the Santa Clara County Recorders Office does 
not show any information identifiable with the subject 
during 1973 and to the present. 

Inquiries at the U.S. Post Office, San Jose, 
covering 1528 Hanchette Avenue, does not reveal any change 
of address for either the subject or MARY DUCOTE or St. 
Dismis Publishing Company. 

A review of the records of the San Jose Folice 
Department pertaining to the subject was negative. 


A random sampling of other publishers in the 
San Jose area do not reveal any information identifiable 
with the St, Dismis Publishing Company. „ 




A review of the records of the Santa Clara 
County Sheriff’s Office and San Jose Police Department 
do no t reveal a ny identifying information associated 
with 
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On April 2, 1974, instructions were recRived 
at the department requesting immediate interview be 
conducted of FRED SdWAKTZ and or jfeRRT DUCOTE and 
Hm^H^in order to ascertain full details surrounding 
their involvement in this matter. It was further advisSSP*' 
tha^n^attempt should be made to interview? 

| and that no contact should be the 

St, Dismis Publishers unless necessary to do so to locate 
one of those individuals to be interviewed. 
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JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE, also known as Fred 
Schwartz, was contacted at Room 240 of the Hilton 
Inn, 3535 Rosedale Highway, Bakersfield, California, 
and advised as follows: 

He admitted he has been in contact with 
JERRY COHEN of the United Farm Workers Union (UFW) 
and GEORGE BAKER of the "Fresno Bee" during the past 
two weeks using the name FRED SCHWARTZ. He also 
admit ted he is the sa me individual who contacted Special 
Agent by telephone on the afternoon of 

April 1, 1974, using the name FRE^SCHWARTZ, and made 
an appointment with Special Agent^dfor 9:30 A.M., 

April 4, 1974. He intended to delay, talking to the FBI 
until April 4, 1974, in order to confer with his attorney, 
HAL CHAPMAN, of San Jose* California, telephone 408- 
294-2270. He intends to leave Bakersfield on April 2, '"‘” l 

1974 to discuss his situation with CHAPMAN and return 
on the evening of April 3, 1974. 

He apologetically declined to furnish any 
details concerning his situation, but did furnish the 
following information concerning the reasons for his 
recent actions under the name SCHWARTZ: 

During the past four years he has been self- 
employed in the public relations business. During 
this same period he and others were engaged in gathering 
intelligence for certain California growers, mainly 
concerning UFW and it's Director, CESAR CHAVEZ. He is 
now "boxed in" because of his past' activities with the 
growers. He is in debt in the amount of $20,000 in 
connection wL th a past loan and pressure Is being exerted 
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for re-payment. He had been advised by his attorney to 
declare bankruptcy, since the matter appeared to be of 
a civil nature, however, at present the local District 
Attorney's Office at San Jose is contemplating criminal 
fraud charges. He described another man involved with 
him as having nine children. He would not elaborate* 
on the above information. 


I 

1 

t 


* 

He was formally employed by fhe Saint Dismas 
Publishing Company, San Jose, vhich company is no longer 
in business. Prior to that time, and during the period 
1954 - 1963, he was a deputy sheriff for the Santa Clara, 
California, County Sheriff's Office. 

DUCOTE furnished the following background infor¬ 
mation concerning himself: 


Name 

JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE _ 

Aliases 

Fred Schwartz 

Sex 

Male 

Race 

White 

Birth Data 

June 28, 1929, Gulfport 
Mississippi 

Residence 

1528 Hanchette, San JoS' 
California 

Height 

6 feet 3 inches 

Height 

225 pounds 

Eyes 

Brown 

Hair 

Grey, receding 
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Marital Status 
Military Service 



i 


i 

\ 

Ma rri ed -j 

United States \ 

Army, 1949 - | . 

1953, ASM 19324764 j. 

(not sure if correct * 

number) •• 



Social Security Account 


Number 

• 571-20-3937 


Wife 

MARY DUCOTE, 1528 
Ilanchette, San Jose 

% 

> 

J 

) 

Children 

Seven, ranging from 

♦ 

! 



age five to age 16 
all residing with 
parents 


Mrs. E. M. DUCOTE 
664 llorth 15th Street 
San Jose 


Mother 


LEE SMITH, street 
address unknown, Saratoga 
California, whose husband 
QUENTIN, is an attorney. 
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Records of the Kern County Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment and the Bakersfield Police Department, both Bakers¬ 
field, were caused to be reviewed on April 2, 1974, and 
no record identifiable with DUCOTE was located. 


The Los Angeles Division advised that investi¬ 



gation at San Louis Obispo, California, on April 3, 
disclosed that is the owner of the local 

national car rental systems in that city. 


advised that his office files-do not contain 
any active investigation nor is he aware of any outgoing 
investigation pertaining to DUCOTE. 
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At 3:40 P.M., JEROME JOSEPH DU COTE, telephonies Un¬ 
stated that he was calling from San Jose, California, 
to advise that he will not be able to confer with his 
attorney until A pril 6, 1974, and would thereafter 
make an appointment to be interviewed by the FBI at 
Bakersfield. DUCOTE stated that he does not desire to 
be contacted at San Jose. 
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Dote pf irflnjc'ipJiofv 


4/11/74 


JEROME JOSEPH DUCCTE, telephonically advised 
as follows: 

He and his attorney are scheduled.to confer with 
Santa Clara County, California, Assistant District Attorney 
DENNIS XEHPEKT early this week regarding his case and his 
attorney has advised him to delay meeting with the FBI 
until the talkswith LEMPIET are concluded. He will advise 
SA CONRAD N. SHAH as soon as his attorney gives him 
permission to talk to the FBI. 
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UNITED STATES GO'.^J’MENT 

Memorandum 


TO : DIRECTOR/ FBI 


DATE: 12/11/75 


FROM 




SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (44-1413) (P) 


subject: JEROME JOSEPH DUCOTE aka 

Fred Schwartz; 




UNITED FARM.-WORKERS 
—KEEWe^ ^CAT.IFQBNIA ~ VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS / 

Re report of SA dated 4/19/74 gw 

at Sacramento; Sacramento ^eWei^t^^^^^Di rector, dated ft ' 
12/5/74 entitled "JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE aka JERRY DUCOTE, V 
FRED SCHWARTZ, HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING - Information ^ 

Concerning"; and, Bureau airtel to Sacramento, 11/6/75, "m 
entitled "HENRY GEORGE SCHERLING - Information Concerning. ' 

On 11/24/75, Special Agent, ' ise 

Bureau of Investigatior^^^^^^mei^^^^istice, State of . * 
California, contacted SAfl^^HHH^at the San Jo3e»K| 
Resident Agenc y, and said n^woulc^^^ceto discuss one & 
JERRY DUCOTE. ^|^^0was advised that our files are ; main- 
tained in San Francisco and suggested that he conta ct the ^ 
San Francisco Field Office. said that he and < 7 ~ 

Investigator, Santa Clara County Distr^^ v 
Attorney s Office "had gotten themselves into a jam" with a -- 
DUCOTE and were seeking assistance. An appointment was - . 
arranged for December. 1 «q 1975 , at 2:00 p.m. at the San '' 

Jose Resident AgencyJ\ Ivla* , c »/ / . / . / 

« • - 

and appeared at the San Jose 

FBI Reside nt Agency a nd the i nterview was initiated by 

advising SA^H|of his rights. They explained 
tn^^DUCOTE burglarized the San Jose Peace Center, Attorney 
JOHN THORN'S Law Office, and GRACE MC DONALD'S residence 
and office (publisher/ editor of California Form Reporter) 
in 1967. According to DUCOTE claims he burglarized 

thes^addresses at the ejection of the FBI and specifically 
SA^I^fVand gave copies of the materials stolen to botl^^ 
the FBI and Western Research in Oakland, California. 
pointed out that DUCOTE will be prosecuted for possession 
of the stolen documents and states his defense will be 
f M y ; that he acted at the direction of the FBI. ^ o«*^' 

fi Sacramento (64-464. « «»•» ’ 

aM ^ ” ® an Franc isco (2 - 62-6943) ftOf. A/—- .■n» 

% MES/alw (9) ‘ 

Mb WQ* W JL 
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SF 44-1413 
MES/alw 


_ said that his superior in San Francisco 

was planning to contact the United States Attorney 
JAMES L. BROWNING in an effort to obtain FBI files to 
assist in their investigation. 

advised andfl^^Bthat he 

had interviewe^DUCOTE on one or two occasions/ but had 
never directed any activities of his and had received 
no materials whatsoever. 
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(advised that DUCOTE has witnesses 
who will testify in his behalf, namely, SAM-AXVID,. JERRY 
BOYES, and PHILLIP PRIZONER. 

A review of the files of the San Francisco Office 
indicate that JERRY DUCOTE appeared at the San Jose 
Resident Agency, in 1968, at which time h^was interviewed 
by SAs , and SA^B^B 

indicated that hewas working for the Diocese of the Romar^ 
Catholic Church of Northern California, located at San 
Francisco. He said that Archbishop MCGUCKEN was concerned 
about the Communist influence in the Farm Workers Union and 
felt that some of the young priests were being influenced 
by Communist leaders. DUCOTE requested assistance from 
the FBI in his investigation. It was pointed out to him 
that the FBI could not assist him and the interview was 
terminated. 

In 1970, DUCOTE was the Subject of an investigation 
where allegations were made that DUCOTE impersonated a member 
of the House Committee on Un-American Ac tiviti es Staf f. He 
was interviewed by SA and SABIBI and 

prosecution was declined. At this time, DUCOT^^^^ed to 
his friends that he was a close friend and was acting on 
behalf of the United States Attorney JAMES L. BROWNING. 

It is to be noted that DUCOTE was again the 
Subject of an impe rsonation ca se in 19 74, at wh ich tim e 
he advised 

_ that he was a member of the House Committee 

on Un-American Activities Staff. At this time, prosecution 
was declined. 
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1 - Mr. Callahan 
1 - Mr. Adams 

Mr. Gallagher 1/20/76 


J. S. Feelman 

b 

JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE, Also Known as 
Jerry Ducote, Fred Schwartz; 

HENRY GEORGE SCIIERLING 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


PURPOSE: To advise of the status of an investigation instituted 
to resolve reported allegations that Joseph Jerome 
Ducote burglarized at the direction of the FBI and gave copies 
of tho materials stolen to the FBI. 


1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 


Mr. Peclman 


Mr. Mints 
Mr. Walsh 
Mr. McDermott 
Mr. Moore 


BACKGROUND : You were-previously advised.in a J. S. Peelman to 
Mr. Gallagher memorandum dated 12/22/75, that in 
March, 1974, the Civil Rights Division fCRD), U. S. Department of 
Justice (USDJ), requested investigation of repeated break-ins 
of United Farm Workers (UFW) offices in California between 
1966 and 1970, in possible violation of Title 18, U. S. Code, 
Section 241, involving a conspiracy to deny UFW rights guaranteed 
by labor law statutes. The investigation centered around an 
individual identified as Joseph Jerome Ducote, known as a con 
man and a former deputy sheriff, Santa Clara County, California. 


Upon completion of our investigation, the USDJ 
advised that no Federal violation existed and that information 
should be made available to appropriate local authorities. 
Sai^^iformat^i^wa^disseiriinated by our Sacramento Division 
to Delano, California, Police 

Department, and Kern County Sheriff’s Office, June, 1974. 

On 11/24/75, Special Age nt, Bureau 

S estigation, StateofCal^ornTa, advised SA| 

of the San Jose Resident Agency that during tne approximate 
1967 - 1968, Ducote committed several politically oriented 
burg laries, including the San Jose Peace Center. According to 
Ducote committed the burglaries at the direction of the 
and gave copies of the stolen materials to both the FBI 
and Western Research of Oakland, California. stated 

that Ducote will be prosecuted by the State of California for 
possession of stolen documents and indicated that Ducote 
will state as his defense that he acted at the direction of 
the FBI. 



2-116783 
44-60006 
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CONTINUED - OVER 



Memorandum to Mr* Gallagher 
RE: JOSEPH JEROME DUCOTE, aka 

62-116703 


DETAILS : On 12/22/75, Special Agent Bureau of 

Investigation, advised tha^Ducot^naa been arrested 
by them and incarcerated in the Santa Clara County Jail, 
with bail set at $100,000, He is charged with 14 counts of 
grand theft and possessing and concealing stolen property. 

P stated in their continuing investigation, they now find 


On 12/24/75, Joseph Jerome Ducote was interviewed 
by SAs of the FBI at the Santa Clara County Jail and provided 
the following information: 


Ducote advised that he has never worked for the 
FBI in any capacity.* He advised that he did not turn over 
any documents to Agents of the FBI nor did he ever meet any Bureau 
Agents who were acting in an undercover capacity. 


Ducote stated, however, that Western Research of 
Oakland, California, had sent an agent down to review papers 
that he had in his possession. Ducote said he thought this 
individual was from Army Intelligence based upon the way the person 
was dressed and in his general appearance. Ducote advised 
that he had what was believed to be two meets with the CIA, 
the first being in Washington, D. C., and the second in Ban Jose, 
California. He advised that he never directly contacted the’ 

CIA for these meetings. Ducote refused to comment on this 

matter inasmuch as he was concerned it might jeopardize his current 

position. 


Bureau files reveal Western Research Foundation, 
also known as Research West, Inc., is a private subversive 
information-gathering and news clipping agency which provides 
said information to private in dustry and the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, rrTdfcfS 


Comprehensive letterhead memoranda and affidavits 
submitted by both the San Francisco and Sacramento Divisions regarding 
this matter, specifically deny that Ducote or his associates 
provided any stolen documents to SAs of the FBI or were ever 
operated as sources, informants, or at the direction of the FBI. 


COMTIHUED - OVER 
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/emorandum to Ur. Gallagher 
-CJ: JOSEPH JEROME DuCOTE 

62-116733 

It is noted, however, that a nailing list for 
the San Jose ^eace Center, one of the organizationsroportedly 
burglar ized by Duc ote in 1967, was provided to SA 
■ in , 


and not through any contac^TmiDucote. bureau i 
no in Tarnation which would link sourcQ with Ducot-' 


Departmental Attorney William L, Gardner was advised 
of the status of the pending investigation and furnished copies 
of all letterhead memoranda and affidavits submitted by 
Gnu Francisco and Sacramento. Gardner stated that said letterhead 
’omoranda should bo furnished to the California authorities in 
order to assist in their prosecution of Ducote. 

By letter dated January C, 1976, dircctc to 
GAC Charles IT. Dates, the Attorney General, State of California, 
and the Chief Assistant District Attorney, Santa Clara County, 
made written requests for certain original FD-30?s and memoranda 
regarding Ducote, said request in addition to the letterhead 
-■.emoranda provided, in order to assist in this prosecution of stolen 
property and grand theft. The State Attorney General was | --ng£ l 
appreciative of being provided with copies of the comprehensive 
letterhead ...emoranda but indicated that certain or*L/inal ciocuv '>C3 
./ere necessary. 

In addition to the above, Chief Assist~nt District 
Attorney William P. Hoffman, Santa Clara County, rosiest.:! 
information as to whether the FBI has in its possession a copy of 
a mailing list of the San Jose Peace Center. The GPC, San Francisco 
recommended that in view of fact that the list was provided by 

• prior to the date of the reported burglaries, and 1: \s 
nodirec^nearing re the prosecution of Oucofce, that the District 
Attorney bo advised that "This office die not receive a copy 
of a mailing list of the Fan Jose Peace Center fx'om either 
Joseph Jerome Ducote or his associates." The Intelligence 
Division {I.ITD) and Legal Counsel Division (LCD} concur re- .> with 
this reply and SAC Bates was advised accordingly. 

With the above exception, there has been no request 
made by the Calif ornia authorising, fo r ar.y origin al memoranda or 
regarding 

The CRD, USDJ, and the U. 3. Attorney, Gan Francisco, . 
have been provided copies of all affidavits and memoranda anu 
pertinent information regarding tnis matter. 

ACTION: The opinion of the UGDJ,will bo obtained re release of 

the original FD-302s and other memoranda regarding Ducote 
and his associates as requested by California authorities. The 
LCD and IUTD concur with this action. ^ 
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Btg'Covefttp 
In Burglary, 
Chavez Says 


By Hick Curroll 

Cesar Chavez and his top 
lawyer in the United Farm 
Workers charged yesterday there 
was a massive political cover up 
of the 1967 burglary of the union “s 
headquarters in Delano* 

*'I think the Reagan Adminnf 
tration was up to its neck in } 
Chavez told newsmen 


(Indicate paq«, name of 
newspaper, city aa<K«tc 


^verup, 
in La Paz* the union’s headquar- 
tip east Bakersfield, 

J “The whole thing is a little 
Watergate* Law enforcement offi¬ 
cials knew about this but did 
nothing!" 

He and UFW general counsel 
* Jerry Cohen were referring to 
admissions Tuesday by Jerome 
Ducoie that at least two major 
grape growers cq n s pi rat o daily 
backed his his burglary in Delano. 

Cohen charged that "the Fla. 
the CIA and the Delano police of 
course have known about thk 

*! urglaries for a long time — the 
elano police since the night they 
ecu rred. and the FBI since 
ebruary of 1974 when they 
^ hade wed a meeting ! had with 
Igpucaie in a coffee shop of the 
'Hamada Inn in Bakersfield where 
he tried to sell me back the stolen 
documents for $25,000“ 

Cohen said the CIA learned 
about the burglaries when Ducotc, 
according to Ducotc s own admis¬ 
sion, met with a CIA liaison agent 
In Washington in 1967 following a 
meeting with then-Congressm^n 
Charles S. Gubser (Rep-Gilm), 
who has since retired* ; 

"So/ said Cohen, “a ccniril 
< uestlon is, 'why did it take so 
j uug? Why does this *all surface 
now- after the three year statute of 
limi tations h as run out, and the 
* trails to evidence grown Stale t 1T , 1T 
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. tt ha Peace_ Center and stole the 

Cohen ? ai . d JSS ht J°tau* mailing list. But t hey m ror got 
a higWPTInvost ga on of to* aidi Ducote saia . . 

enforcement inactivity in the 4 

ease, “but I don't know whom to „ Scheming and Gulermovic i 
(jail upon. You don't send in \ were mentioned by Ducote a; 

- 'yphoid Mary to fight an epidem¬ 
ic of typhoid/ 1 

Meanwhile, Ducote has told 

state investigators that while ho 
wasn't stealing documents in the 
late 1960s he was crisscrossing 
the country raising money from 

big businessmen “for our opera¬ 
tion/' 

Checks raised in this way, he 
said in a statement on file in San 
h Jose Municipal Court, were for- 
" warded to a post office box in 
Willow' Glen, Santa Clara county, 

Kenneth Wilhelm, then secre¬ 
tary of the Santa Clara county 
Farm Bureau,-had the key to the 

! ost office box, Ducote said, 

Ducote, a former Santa Clara 
aunty sheriffs deputy and for 
in or president of that county's Ducote also said he picked up 
Young Republican Club, is being a $1500 check in Los Angeles from 

held in lieu of 3100,000 bail on 21 "a Mr Hears!” at the Los Angeles 

counts of concealing stolen docu- Herald Examiner in 1968. 
ments and grand theft 

His lengthy statement given 
to state agent Walter Kubas 
details how he burglarized the 
headquarters of the United Farm 
Workers in Delano, the San Jose 
Peace center, the Oakland Peace 
renter and Ramparts Magazine, 
o name a few*. 

He performed these political 

chores, he said, with the backing 

of various farmers opposed to the 

UFW or with the backing of 

certain businessmen* 

■ 

On one occasion in 1967, 

Ducote said, the late William 
Penn Patrick paid him $2000 for a 
copy of the San Jose Peace 
Center s mailing list. 

Patrick/head of the multi- 
million dollar cosmetics pyramid 
known as Holiday Magic, also 
offered him $1400 for a mailing 
list- of the Oakland Peace Center. 

Ducote said in his statement 
that a few days later he and 
Henry Scherhng and Andy Gulcr- 
mtnrictl "entered th f Oak l a nd 


Ducote told agent Kubas that 
he raised $40,000 from California 
farmers to fight UFW leader 
Cesar Chavez between 1965 and 
1970 and that he raised undis¬ 
closed sums from around the 
country when he was not being a 
burglar* 


In 3968, he said, he went to 
Philadelphia at*the request of 
Stephen D'Arrigo, a Salinas Val¬ 
ley farmer* and got J. Howard 
Pugh* chairman of the board o 
Sun Oil Co* to send a $1000 checl 
to the Willow Glen post office box 4 


The newspaper was then 
involved in a strike, Ducote said, 
and he explained (apparently to 
Hearst) about the efforts being 
made to combat Chavez* 


Ducote said the $1500 check 
was made out to something called 
the Fire and Police Protective 
League but the money “was 
routed back to our operation/' 


Ducote said he showed docu¬ 
ments stolen from Chavez, social 
reformer Sant Alinsky and the 
San Jose Peace Center to Repre¬ 
sentative Charles Gubser (Rep.- 
Gilroy) and to various govern¬ 
ment intelligence agents in Wash¬ 
ington, 


He also showed some of his 
stolen political documents, he 
said, to State Senator Hugii 
Burns, then head of the Statd 
Senate Un-American Activities 
Committee. i 
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Office of Information and Privacy 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Telephone: (202) 514-3642 



Washington . £>,C 20530 
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Mr. Ernie Lazar V 

Apartment 6 

577 South Thornhill Road 
Palm Springs, CA 92264-7884 


Re: 


Appeal No. 06-1209 
Request No. 1011201 
ADWrSRO 


Dear Mr. Lazar: 

You appealed from the action of the Headquarters Office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation on your request for access to FBI file number 100-47715. I note that you have 
limited your appeal to the FBI's withholdings in three enumerated serials, the failure of the FBI to 
release the names of individuals mentioned in newspaper articles, and the failure of the FBI to 
release records from cross-reference and "sub-A" files. I regret the delay in responding to your 


appeal. 


After carefully considering your appeal, and as a result of discussions between FBI 
personnel and a member of my staff, I am releasing to you additional portions of two pages, 
copies of which are enclosed. I am otherwise affirming, on partly modified grounds, the FBI's 
action on your request. The FBI properly withheld certain information that is protected from 
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act pursuant to: 

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(2), which concerns matters that are related solely to internal 
agency practices; 

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C), which concerns records or information compiled for law 
enforcement purposes the release of which could reasonably be expected to 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of third parties; and 

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(D), which concerns records or information compiled for law 
enforcement purposes the release of which could reasonably be expected to 
disclose the identities of confidential sources and information furnished by such 
sources. 



I note that on appeal, you implicitly contend that the FBI’s search for responsive records 
was inadequate because the FBI failed to release to you cross-reference and "sub-A" file records. 
Please be advised that you limited your request to the first 250 pages of file number 100-47715, 
The FBI released to you the first 250 releasable pages of that file, which consists of well over 250 
pages of responsive records. Because the FBI released to you the precise number of pages of 
responsive records that you requested, I am affirming the FBI's search for records responsive to 
your request. 

If you are dissatisfied with my action on your appeal, you may seek judicial review in 
accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B). 



Sincerely, 


Enclosures 



* t 


SP 100-47715 
JD/clh 


Mr, . State Bureau of 

Investigation, state of North Carolina* Justice Building, 

Raleigh, North Carolina, by letter dated January 2, 1962, 
furnished the Federal Bureau of Investigation the following 
information: 

Two men showed up at the National Indignation 
convention in Dallas, Texas, named T^c) and *7tO 

iCc). These two represented themselves as ‘mmitemen". 

According to SCHMITT and EUMB, the Freedom Book Shop, 60 East 
San Fernando Street, San Jose, California, is a front and 
cover for the "Minutemen 11 . The Freedom Book Shop was referred 
to as the clearing house for information. 

On January 30 , 1964 , 1 (c) 

Treasury Department, City of San Jose, advised that the 
Freedom Book Shop, 60 East San Fernando Street, San Jose, 
California, was operated in 19^2 by “KO 

said that 

as of September 3, 1963, the Freedom Book Shop was registered 
with the City of San Jose as a bookstore manned with voluntary 
help and having no regular employees. JERRY DUCQTE was listed 
on the records as the director, 

*t<c) said that as of January 1, 1964, the Freedom 
Book Shop changed its name to American Opinion Bookstore at 
the same address, said that JERRY DUCOTE was listed 

as director and It is still operated with voluntary help. 

In addition, the name of *7(0 was listed as an operator 

of the book shop. 

“7<0 t San Jose, California Police Department, 

on January 30, 1964, advised that JERRY DUCOTE was fired from 
the Santa Clara Sheriff 1 ® Department several years ago after 
passing several bad checks. said that DUCOTE used 

poor Judgment aa a Deputy Sheriff, and Is an unstable individual, 
Ti€,) has no Information indicating any connection with the 
''Mlnutemen tl on the part of DUCOTE, or that there is a -'Minutemen 71 
organIzation in the San Jose area* 



4 





SF 100-47715 

JD/clh 


"7(C) Santa Clara County 

Sheriff 1 a Office, advised on January 30 j 1964, that JERRY 
DUCO TE> a former Deputy Sheriff, is openly identified as a 
member of the John Birch Society, but as far as he knows, is 
not a member of the ll Mlnutemen M , y(c) said that as far 
as he knows, there are no "MinutemerT organisations in the 
San Jose area, 

l ‘Tto Santa Clara County Sheriffs 

Office, advised he has never received information indicating 
the existence of a ’'Mimitemen" organisation in the San Jose area. 

The "San Francisco Chronicle", a daily newspaper of 
general circulation in the San Francisco area, on February 12, 195 
page four, set forth that JERRY DUCOTE is a current section 
leader of the John Birch Society, 

An employee of Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, Missile 
and Space Division, Santa Cruz Test Base, Santa Cruz, California, 
advised on January 30, 1964, that the following individuals are 
members of a "Minutemen" unit located In Santa Cruz; 


7(0 


The following background information was obtained 
from employment records and public source material. 


Name 

Address 

Birth date 
Birth place 
Race 
Sex 
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